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CAPTAIN ERICSSON’S AGGRESSIVE TORPEPS, 





SCALE ONE--QUARTER OF AN INCH TO THE FOOT. 
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AGGRESSIVE TORPEDOES. 


Ir appears from the particulars published in the 
JouRNAL, November 28, »egarding the WHITEHEAD 
Torpedo, that its constructor has recently modified 
his system in order to ‘attain a very high rate of 
speed—the only possible expedient by which the 
disadvantage of not possessing any directing power, 
can be, to some extent, met. Obviously the devia- 
tion from the intended course resulting from currents 
and other disturbing causes, after pushing out the 
torpedo, will be diminished in the inverse ratio of 
the speed of the submerged body. And, of course, 
the chance to strike an antagonist in motion, will be 
greater in proportion to the increased speed of the 
torpedo, But, unfortunately, great speed cannot be 
produced without resorting to such a form that the 
efficiency of the weapon will be seriously impaired, if 
not destroyed. Bearing in mind that the power 
necessary for propulsion increases as the cube of the 
velocity, we need not be surprised to find that the 
length of the improved “ fish” torpedo has been aug- 
mented to 19 fest, while the diameter has been 
Teduced to fifteen inches, Nothing short of such 
disproportion of length and diameter, admits of lines 
sufficiently sharp to enable a submerged body to be 
Propelled at the extraordinary rate of speed which, 
agreeable to the reports of our officers on the Aus- 
trian coast, has recently been attained by the 
Warrexean torpedo. Nor could such speed be pro- 
duced,notwithstanding the sharp lines employed and 
the consequent sacrifice of necessary capacity, unless 
the submerged body were charged with compress air 
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of atension which experienced engineers regard as 
dangerous. Recent accidents in Europe prove that 
an expansive force of one thousand pounds to the 
square inch, now jemployed by WHITEHEAD, is not 
safe even for experimental purposes. But let us 
assume that workmanship and materials have arrived 
at such a state of perfection that we may safely 
handle the “fish” whose skin, agreeable to reports 
forwarded to the Bureau of Ordnance, is only one- 
eighth of an inch thick, and whose interior is charged 
with sir exerting a pressure of 1,000 pounds to the 
square inch. The important question then presents 
itself: will the new instrument prove sufficiently 
destructive to sink a modern iron-clad ship? The 
reports referred to state, that the explosive charge of 
the Austrian torpedo consists of 66 pounds of gun 

powder placed, of course, in the forward end of the 
body where, owing to its pointed form, the charge 
will occupy a length of nearly four feet. Hence, as 
the force of explosive substances contained in elon- 
gated vessels, acts at right angles to the longest axis, 
it will be evident that the force of the long, taper, 
conical charge of the improved WarrEHEaD torpedo 
— supposing that it strikes fair—will Le exerted in 
lines nearly parallel to the skin of the vessel struck. 
Apart from this grave circumstance, the fact should 
be considered that, the charge is of conical form and 
that therefore the distance of the centre of gravity of 
one-half of its mass is situated only one-sixth of its 
length from the base. Consequently, at the moment 
of ignition, fully one half of the explosive energy 
will be wasted by expansion into the empty body of 








the torpedo, while the other half, acting at right | 
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ahyles to the axis of {the torpedo, will as before 
stated exert its force in lines nearly parallel to the 
ship’s side and thus become partially harmless. 
Again, the portion of the charge near the apex of 
the cone though in contact with the body struck, 
is too small in volume to exert destructive force. 
The foregoing considerations point to the faet that 
the expedient of making aggressive torpedoes long, 
slender and pointed, in order to attain high speed in 
spite of the limited amount of motive energy which 
can be stored within their contracted bodies, is 
incompatible with destructive efficiency. No system 
which does not admit ot carrying a very heavy ex- 
plosive charge of such a form that the centre of 
gravity of the same is nearly equi-distant from its 
outer limits, will prove adequate to destroy iron- 
clads constructed on the admirable cellular plan of 
the Inflewidle. Unless, thezefore, some new motive 
agent can be procured many times more powerful for 
the space it occupies, than atmospheric air com- 
pressed, the tubular cable system must be resorted 
to, since that enables us to propel a body of suffi- 
cient capacity to carry an explosive charge of suffi 
cient magnitude. Nor should the all important 
fact be lost sight of that the tubular cable system 
enables us to control and direct the course of the 
torpedo. Regarding the proper form and size of the 
vessel which contains the explosive charge, we need 
hardly observe that hithertothat subject has received 
too little attention. i tac « Fe 
The reader will find in the illustration which we 
give above, prepared from a drawing which Captair 


|Exrosson has furnished to enable us to discuss the 
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question of form and magnitude of charge, without 
eatering into an elaborate disquisition. The section 
of the ship represented which the aggressive torpedo 
is’ supposed to strike, will readily be recognised as 
that of the British iron-clad Devastation. Fig. 1 
shows the top view of a torpedo carrying a charge of 
400 Ibs. of nitro-glycerine. Fig. 2 shows the top 


view of another torpedo of nearly similar form carry-| the more flagrant crimes that are the common subject 


ing a charge of 1,000 pounds of the same explosive 
substanee as the former, The slight difference in 
size of the two torpedoes will probably surprise those 
who do not reflect on the fact that, while the areas 
are as the square of the lineal dimensions the con- 
tents is as their cube. Having in former issues of 
the JouRNAL minutely described the Ericsson 
torpedo, we need only remind the reader that the 
rudder is placed under the bow of the submerged 
body, and that the horizontsl rudders, or fins, for 
regulating the submersion, are placed one on each 
side, nearly amidships. The propellers, tubular 
cable, and wire-mast with the colored ball at the 
top, for indicating the position of the torpedo, re- 
quire no further description. The blunt form of the 
bow will, no doubt, be objected to by Naval archi. 
tects on account of the attendant increased resistance. 
In answer to this objection it suffices to state, that 
the unlimited amount of motive energy supplied 
through the tubular cable renders the resistance of 
the torpedo of no account. Referring to fig. 2, it 
will be found on applying the scale, that the centre 
of gravity of a charge of 1,000 pounds is situated 
less than twenty inches from the skin of the iron-clad 
ship. Experts are aware that the explosion of such 
an enormous charge, in actual contact, especially as 
the mean distance of its mass is only twenty inches 
from the point struck, possesses adequate force to 
destroy iron-clad ships ot any form whatever. It is 
hardly necessary to observe that the cellular system 
will be of no avail if the force of the explosion be 
sufficient to break the ship partially in two. Possi- 
bly the constructor of the Infleribleis prepared to 
show that a charge of 1,000 pounds of nitro-glycerine 
is not sufficient to produce such an effect. If so, he 
will do well to consider that the tubular cable 
system admits of doubling or quadrupling the stated 
charge. 








THE ARMY. 


| Utysses 8. Grant, 
President and Commander-in- Chief 


—_——— 


WAR DEPARTMENT. 
W. W. Belknap, Secretary of War. 
Brigadier-General EF. D, Townsend, Adjutant-Generat, 
CHANGES OF STATIONS. 


The following are the changes of stations of troops reported 
to the Adjutant-General’s Office during the week ending Satur- 
day, December 19 : 

. Ny E, Seventh Cavalry, from Greensboro, Ala., to Ope- 

Company H, First Artillery, from Hamburg, S.C. to Charles- 

company D, Second Artillery, from Barnwell, 8. C., to Charles- 
acompany H, Second Infantry, from Eufaula, Ala., to Mobile, 

Company C, Fath Infantry, from Omaha Barracks, Neb., to 
Fort , ved. 

Congens A, Eighteenth Infantry, from Opelika, Ala., to At- 
lanta, 

Posts EsTaBLisHED.—Fort Hartsnff, Neb. 


Posts D TINUED. d Euf. : \. 
burg ond ao. an ufaula, Ala. ; Ham 











GENERAL COURT-MARTIAL ORDERS. 


G. C.-M. O. No. 88, Washington, Nov. 28, 1874.— 
Before a General emenemee which convened at 
Camp Douglas, U. T., October 22, 1874, pursuant to 


8. O. No. 152, October 14, and No. 154, October 17, | authorized to drop articles invoiced, the recommenda- 
eut of the Platte, Omaha, | tion is in accordance with Jast orders or instructions 
~ from department headquarters referring thereto: That 
Cavairy, is president, was arraigned and tried: Captain | the number of the train and the number of wagons 
George W. ourteenth Infantry. Charge [—| comprising it be distinctly stated, und if the carrier has 
‘Conduct unbecoming an officer and a gentleman, in { been held responsible for loss, damage, or deficiency, 
violation of the 83d article of War.” The specifications | that the proceedings show he has 
alleged that on the Sth and 6th days of June, 1874,| through himself or agent: And finally that the 
in full undress uniform he appeared at a Chey-| Proceedings 
nee ——— to ee oe, poet 
blicly came in orders.” Cause of absence of members detailed wi duty. 
of a house of prostitution there in like condition. be appended to the proceedings, and cause of delay be- | ‘#t Post eee ae oe 
Charge Il—‘“‘ Neglect of duty in violation of the 44th | Yond the time authorized will be endorsed thereon by 
Artic The specifications alleged failure to| the post commander. 
pear at dress parade at the time fixed until sent for, | Proceedings, 
though not ill; that being on duty as officer of the day. | Should not be granted leave of absence, unless the de- 
A lay arises from causes beyond theircontrol. The fore- 
om (September 23). Charge II—‘‘ Drunk on duty, going instructions are not intended to change or modify 


existing orders in relation to Boards of Surve i was December 14 ordered to proceed to Raleigh, N. 


1874, headquarters Departm 
Neb., and vf which Colonel J. J. Reynolds, Thi 


Dost, 


while 
enne theatre, drunk, and with wumen of il) 
and behaved scandalously; that he a 


of War.” 


he failed to attend and to report result of retreat ro 
of the 45th Article of War.” This 


ion 
tember 28, Found guilty and sentenced “Te Be are simply intended to obviate delay, and 
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the first four specifications the prisoner is convicted of 
grossly indecent behavior in public, and yet the court 
acquit him of any violation of the 88d Article of War. 
The chief end and aim of this article is only to main- 
tain a correct rule of gentleman-like conduct among 
officers of the Army, and with this view to provide for 
expulsion from the service of any who may be guilty 
of such disgraceful or scandalous oftences i e- 
cency as those set forth in these specifications. For 


of all penal codes, there are other and more severe 

unitive provisions in the Articles of War as well. 

ut could the idea implied—t hough doubtless uninten- 
tionally on the part ef the court—in this acquittal ever 
become general in the Army, then that standard, which 
it was the object of the enactment of the 83d Article to 
establish, might be se much let down as to make it 
hard to say what better propriety of behavior should 
be req from an officer, of the Army than can be 
exacted from anybody by the process of a police court. 
The sentence will te carried into eflect. Captain Geo. 
W. Dost, Fourteenth Infantry, ceases to be an ofticer 
of the Army from the date of this order. 








HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY. 
W.T.Sherman, General of the Army of the United States 


Colonel W. D. Whipple, Assistant Adjutant-General. 
At the request of the Regimental Commander the 
following transfers are announced in the Nineteenth 
Infantry: First Lieutenant Charles T. Witherill, from 
Com I to Company E, vice First Lieutenant 
Placidus Ord, from Company Eto Company I. (8. O. 
No. 58, December 12.) 


The leave of absence for one month, granted First 
Lieutenant Jonathan A. Yeckly, Twentieth Infantry, 
by 8. O. No. 249, c. s., Headquarters Department of 
Dakota, is extended three months. (S. O. No. 59, 
December 16.) 


MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURI. 


Lieutenant-Gen. P. I. Sheridan: Hdgq'rt’'rs Chicago, Il 
DEPARTMENT OF DAKOTA. 
Brig.-Gereral Alfred H. Terry; Headquarters, St. Paul, Minn 
Pay Department.—Leave of absence for fifteen days 
was December 14 granted Major G W. Candee, pay- 
master, U. S. Army (Sioux City, Iowa). Before tak- 
ing eee of this leave, Major Candee will transfer 
all public funds in his possession to Major William 
Smith, paymaster, U.S. Army. 
Medical Department.—Assistant Surgeon H. O. 
Paulding, U. 8. Army, was December 14 assigned to 
temporary duty at Fort Snelling, Minn. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI. 
Brigadier-General John Pope ; Headquarters, Fort Leavenworth. 
Fifth Cavalry .—Leave of absence for one month was 
December 12 granted Major J. J. Upbam (Caldwell, 
Kansas). 
Sith Cavalry.—Captain John A. Irwin, now at Fort 
Dodge, Kas., was ordered December 16 to repair to 
Fort Hays, and there await the promulgation in orders 
of the proceedings of a General Court-martial in his 
case. 

First Lieutenant J. W. Chickerivg, Sixth Cavalry, 
at Fort Dodge, Kas., was ordered Bee. 18 to repair 
to Fort Hays, Kas , and there await the promulgation 
in orders of the proceedings of a General Court-martial 
in his case. 
Board of Survey.—The attention of post commanders 
is called to the cunstant and vexatious delay in accom- 
aecagon and transmission of proceedings of Board of 

urvey convened for the purpose of ascertaining dam- 
age, deficiency or loss in supplies received by trains. 
It is known that the delay is oftener due to carelessness 
or neglect upon the part of the officer whose duty it 
becomes to record the prcceedings, than to any legiti- 
mate cause. Hereafterwhen a Board of Survey is con- 
vened at a military post in this District, if, after the 
expiration of a week, the proceedings have not been 
fully accomplished aud transmitted to the post adju- 
tant, the post commander will call for an explanation, 
and will see that it is satisfactory in justification of the 
delay, or hold the officer concerned, responsible there- 
for. He will further, himself, review the proceedin 
before approving or transmitting them and will see, 
‘* That the ‘Tabular Statements are appended when re- 
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Leefe, R. Q. M., was December 18 relieved from duty 
a3 acting assistant quartermaster for the board of 
officers.convened for the purchase of cavalry horses, 
and will return forthwith to Fort Lyon, C. T., where 
he will resume his duties. In addition to his duties as 
acting ass.stunt quartermaster at Fort Lyon, C. T., 
Lieutenant Lee will perform the duties of Captain W. 
T. Howell, A. Q. M., U. S. Army, at West Las Ani- 
mas, C.T. Captain Howell, A. Q. M., U. 8. Army, 
will repair to department headquarters, without delay, 
and report, in person, for duty as quartermaster of tue 
board of officers convened for the purchase of cavalry 
horses. 
Payment of Troops.—Major J. B. M. Potter, pay- 
master, U. $8. Army, was ordered December 18 to pro- 
ceed from Santa Fe, N. M., to Forts Craig, ‘Tulerosa, 
McRae, Bayard, Selden, Stanton, and Wingate, and to 
Ojo Caliente, N. M, for the purpose of paying the 
troops stationed at those points to December 31, 1874, 
making his first payments as soon after the 3d proximo 
as possible. Major W. H. Johnston, paymaster, U. 8. 
Army, the troops stationed at Santa Fe, N. M., and, 
on completion of this payment, proceed to Forts 
Union, N. M., and Garland, C. T., for the purpose of 
paying the troops stationed at those points to Decem- 
ber 31, 1874, making his first payment as soon after the 
3d proximo as possible. 
Ordnance Department —First Lieutenant Almon I. 
Varney, U.8. Army, was December 12 announced as 
chief ordnance ofticer of the department. 
DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS. 
Brigadier-Gen C. C. Augur; Headquarters, San Antonio, Texas. 
Twenty-fifth Infantry.—Leave of absence for one 
month, with permission to apply to the Adjutant-Gen- 
eral of the Army for an extension of five months, was 
December 7 granted Second Lieutenant H. H. Landon 
(Fort Davis, Texas). 
Tenth Infantry.—In compliance with instructions 
from the War Department, Adjutant-General’s Office, 
dated November 28, 1874, the following promotion was 
December 5 pronounced: Second Lieutenant Walter 
T. Duggan, Company A, Tenth Infantry, Fort Concho, 
Texas, to be first lieutenant vice Hofiman, resigned, 
which carries him to Compary D, at Austin, Texas. 
He'will report accordingly. 
The General Court-martial of which Captain E. G. 
Bush, Tenth Infantry, was president, was December 5 
dissolved. 
Ninth Cavalry.—First Lieutenant I. M. Starr was 
De-ember 10 ordered to proceed without delay to Dal 
las and Sherman, Texas, under instructions from the’ 
department commander. 
Second Lieutenant John Conline, Ninth Cavalry, 
was December 26 ordered to proceed to San Antonio, 
Texas, in charge of the means of transportation en 
route to that place. Upon his arrival, to report in per- 
son to the assistant adjutant-general of the department, 
and will then be allowed to take advantage of the 
leave of absence granted him. a 
Leave of absence on surgeon’s certificate of disability 
was December 3 granted First Lieutenant M. B. 
Hoghes, Ninth Cavalry, for one month. (Fort Sill, 
h ea 








Medical Department.—Leave of absence for one month 
was December 2 granted A A. Surgeon G. W. Hatch, 
U.S. Army, when his services can be spared by the 
commander. (Fort Sill, 1. T.); A A. Surgeon C. 
W. Koi ht, U. S. Army, was same date relieved from 
duty at Fort Sill, I. T., and ordered to report to Cap- 
tain Cooney, Ninth Cavalry, to accompany the com- 
mand en route to Fort Concho, Texas, and, after ar- 
rival at the last named post, will proceed to San 
Antonio, to report in person to the medical director of 
the department. 
Colonel Buell’s Command .—December 3, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Buell, Eleventh Infantry, was ordered upon 
his return to his supply camp on north fork of Red 
river, to turn over to Major Morrow, Ninth Cavalry, 
ten of his best six-mule teams, and 20 days supplies, 
and seven Indian scouts, under Lieutenant Smith, 
Ninth Cavalry. He will order Morrison’s company (E) 
to Fort Richardson, direct, by easy marches, and with 
the balance of his command will proceed to Fort 
Griffin, direct, by easy marches. On his arrival at the 
post, he will order Captain Nolan, with his company 
(A, Tenth Cavalry), to return to Fort Concho. As 


85 | soon after his return he can dispense with his services, 


Lieutenant-Cvlonel Buell will relieve Lieutenant Tur- 





uired: That the responsibility for loss, damage, or de- 
ciency, is definitely fixed when the facts are accessi- 
ble: That the price of articles lost, damage, or found 
deficient, is stated in the proceedings when the proper 
data can be obtained: That when the Board recom- 
mends, that either a receiving or invoicing officer be 


Pending accomplishment of 
officers detailed on Boards of Survey 


They 


able, to insure the correctness of proceedings before a5 pon —— no tae comstaae 
First Lieutenant G. Mitchell, Second Artillery, Barn- 


ner, Tenth Cav:Jry, from duty with his command and 
order him to join his company. A. A. Surgeon Culver 
will also be relieved and ordered to duty with Major 
Morrow’s command. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE SOUTH. 
Major-General I. McDowell :- Headg’rs, Louisville, Ky. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH. 


Major-General 1. McDowell; Headquarters, Louisville, Kentucky 


Seventh Cavalry.—Captain Frederick W. Benteen 


was December 14 relieved from duty as a member of a 
been heard, | board of officers previously constituted. 


Sizteenth Infantry.—Second Lieutenant George M. 


ae ey Os, See oe Love was December 15 ordered to proceed to Hum- 
boldt, Tenn., and report to the commanding officer of 


When his services are 


no longer required he will return to his proper station, 
Lebanon, Ky. 


Seventh Infantry.—Leave of absence for one month 


ber 14 ted Second Lieutenant Charles 
hyn (Livingston, Ala.), to take effect when his 
services can be spared by his post commander. 


Second Artillery.—First Lieutenart John H. Gifford 


rt to the commanding officer of that po-t 








rhe proceedings, the findings, excepting that val and transmission. 
the first charge, the sentence are confirmed, Uidler | Nineteenth Infantry.—First Lieutenant John G. | 
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well, 8. C., was ordered December 14 to return with 
his company (D) to Charleston, 8. C. 

First Artiulery.—Captain W. L, Haskin, Hamburg, 
§. C., was ordered December 12 to return with his 
company (H) Charleston, 8. C. 

Official information bas been received from the War 
Department of the following promotion of an officer of 
the First Artillery: Second Lieutenant Robert H. Pat- 
terson, Battery K, Charleston, 8. C., to be first lieu- 
tenant, vice Eakin, promoted, which carries him to 
Company A, Fort Barrancas, Fla. Lieutenant Patter- 
son, will remain on duty with Battery K, uniil his tour 
of two years service is completed. 

Medical Department.—Hospital Steward Hugh H. 
Lyons, U. 8. Army, was December 12 assigned to 
duty in the office of the medical director of the depart- 
ment. 

Highteenth Infuntry.—Leave of absence for twenty 
days was December 12 granted Captain Edgar R. Kel- 
logg (Opelika, Ala.) 

Independent Posts —The post of Livingston, Ala- 
bama, and of Opelika, Alabama, after it is garrisoned 
by the company of the Seventh Cavalry, will be con- 
sidered as independent posts, and will report direct to 
department headquarters. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF. 


Colonel W. H. Kmory; Headquarters, New Orleans, La, 

Medical Department.—Leave of absene for one 
month was December 16 granted Assistant Surgeon R. 
H. White, U. S. Army (New Orleans, La.); A. A. 
Surgeon E. Lauderdale, U. S. Army, was same date 
relieved from duty at Jackson Barracks, La., by the 
20th of December, and, upon being so relieved, to re- 
port to the commanding officer, troups in New Orleans, 
for duty. 

The leave of absence granted A. A. Surgeon Wil- 
liam Deal, U. S. Army, on condition that he provide 
suitable medical attendance during the absence, was 
December 14 extended to include the 31st instant, on 
the same conditions. 

Sixteenth Infauntry.—Captain W. H. Bartholomew 
was December 15 relieved from duty as member of a 
General Court-martial, and Assistant Surgeon R. S§. 
Vickery, Medical Department, detailed as a member of 
the court. First Lieutenant Stepben K. Mahon, was 
same date ordered to relieve in person at the office of 
the Adjutant-General of the Army. 

New Orleans.—A General Court-martial was con- 
stituted to mect at the Continential Hotel in New 
Orlean:, December 8. Detail for the court: Captains 
E. W. Clift, P. H. Ellis, Thirteenth Infantry; First 
Lieutenants William Conway, C. C. Cusick, T'wenty- 
second Infantry; Second Lieutenants M. F. Jamar, 
Thirteenth Infantry; E. W. Casey, Twenty-second In- 
fantry; J. H. H. Peshine, Thirteenth Infantry. Sec- 
ond Lieutenant B. H. Gilman, Thirteenth Infantry, 
judge-advocate. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE ATLANTIC. 
Mcjor-General W. 8. Hancock: Hdqrtra, New York. 


Officers Registered.—The following officers were regis- 
tered at headquarters Military Division of the Atlan- 
lic, for the week ending December 22, 1874: Second 
Lieutenant 8. N. Holmes, Thirteenth Infantry; Captain 
John H. Donovan, Seventeenth Infantry; First Lieu- 
tenant W. B. Beck and Captain H.F. Brewerton, Fifth 
Artillery; Lieutenant-Colonel W. R. Shafter, Twenty- 
fourth Infantry; First Lieutenants Jas. A. Haughey, 
F. H. E. Ebstein, Twenty-first Infantry; Major G. A. 
Gordon, Fifth Cavalry. 

‘fth Artiilery.—Leave of absence for twenty-one 
days, to date from the 2ist instant, was December 17 
granted Captain Richard Arnold (Plattsburg Barracks, 
New York). 

Third Artillery.—Leave of absence for twenty days 
was December 17 granted Second Lieutenant Charles 
A. H. MeVauley (Fort Wadsworth, N. Y. H.) 

Fort Trumbull.—A_ General Court-wartial was ap- 
pointed to meet at Fort Trumbull, Conn., December 
*1. Surgeon Alexander B. Hasson, Medical Depart- 
ment, and the fullowing officers of the Fifth Artiller 
were detailed for the court: Lieutenant-Colonel Fred- 
erick T. Dent; Captain Francis L. Guenther; First 
Lieutenants Joseph Keefee, Selden A. Day, Thomas R. 
— First Lieutenant UOcran H. Howard, judge- 

ocate. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC. 
Major-Gen. J. M. Schofield: H'dq’rs San Francisco, Cal. 


Medical Department.—A. A. Surgeon R. E. Light- 
vurne, U. S. Army, was November 30 ordered to re- 
turn to his station, Camp Verde, A. T., by the next 
steamer for the Colorado river. A. A. Surgeon Gcorge 
Gwyther, 'U. 8. Army, was ordered same date to re- 
port to First Lieutenant John A. Lundeen, Fourth 
Artillery, for duty with troops en route to Alaska Ter- 
titory, and on arrival at Fort Wrangle to report for 
duty tc the commandiog officer of the detachment of 
troops at that post. 

First Cavalry.—lecruiting for the Army having been 
resumed, a rendezvous was December 1 ordered to be 
re-opened at Sacramento, Cal, by Captain George B. 
— who is detailed as the recruing officer in that 
E : wee venir << Gece’ Teuteaant Charles 

» S. YOod was ordered November 27 to proceed 
Camp Bidwell, Cal., without delay. 7 ‘ 
ine Kulakaua.—Brevet Colonel Wm. M. Wherry, 
Hi e-de-camp, was ordered December 3 to report to 
are Majesty, the King of the Llawaiian Islands, as 
ie: e€-Ccamp, to Soumpcey him to Wash‘ngton City, 

re on arrival he will report to the Adjutant-Gen- 





eral for instructions. Upon completion of the duty on 
which he is sent, he will return to his station in San 
Francisco, 


Fourth Artillery —A detachment of troops was or 
dered to Sitka, Alaska, and Portland, Oregon, in charge 
of First Lieutenant John A. Lundeen, to proceed by 
the steamer of the 11th of December. 

Second Lieutenant Montgomery M. Macomb, Fourth 
Artillery, was ordered December 7 to report to First 
Lieutenant John A. Lundeen, for duty with his com- 
mand in Alaska Territory. 

Reservation.—The tract of land herein described, 
near the town of Carlin, Nevada, having been reserved 
by the President for military purposes, under date of 
November 9, 1874, the reservation is hereby announced 
for the information of all concerned. 

Pay Department.—The leave of absence for one 
month granted Major David Taylor, paymaster, U. 8. 
Army, was December 11 extended one month. 

yg a Infantry.—Leave of absence for two months 
was November 21 granted Major Henry R. Mizner, 
with permission to go beyond the limits of the Military 
Division of the Pacific, and apply to the Adjutant-Gen- 
eral for an extension of four months. This leave will 
take effect so soon as Captain Richard C. Parker, 
Twelfth Infantry, reports for duty at Camp Gaston, 
California. 

The leave of absence for one month granted Second 
Lieutenant Henry L. Haskell, Twelfth Infantry, head- 
quarters Department of Arizona, November 9, 1874, 
was December 7 extended one month. . 

Leave of absence for two months was November 17 
granted Captain William E. Dove, Twelfth Infan'ry, 
with permission to go beyond the limits of this Military 
Division, and apply to the Adjutant-General for an ex- 
tension of four months. 

DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA. 

Medical Department.—Hospital Steward George 
Bellding, U. 8. Army, was December 7 assigned to 
duty at Camp Independence, Cal., the post at which 
he is now serving. 

Assistant Surgeon Bernard G. Semig, U. S. Army, 
was December 11 assigned to duty at “amp Halleck, 
Nevada, and ordered to report to the commandirg 
officer of that post, relieving A. A. Surgeon Edward E. 
W. Corson, U. S. Army, of his duties at that post, the 
Jatter to 1eport in person to the medical director at de- 
partment headquarters for annulment of his contract 
as A.A. Surgeon; Surgeon George E. Cooper, U. 8S. 
Army, was same date relieved from duty at Benicia 
Barracks, Cal., and ordered to report for duty to the 
commanding officer of Point San José, relieving As- 
sistant Surgeon Edwin Bentley, U. 8. Army, of his 
duties at that post, the latter to report to the medical 
director at department headquarters for duty. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA. 
Briq.-Gen. Oliver O. Howard: Headquarters, Portland, Oregon. 

First Cavalry —To carry out the requirements of 
G. O. No. 45, c. s., from the War Department, the fol- 
lowing instructions are issued: Post commanders will 
make bi-monthly inspections of accounts of disbursing 
officers under tieir command, and forward reports to 
the Inspector-General at department headquarters. The 
inspection of accounts of disbursing officers on duty at 
department headquarters and at Vancouver, will be 
made by Captain E. V. Sumner, in charge Inspector- 
General’s Oftice. 

Twenty-first Infantry —The General Court-martial 
of which Colonel Alfred Sully, was president, was De- 
cember 3 dissolved. 

DEPARTMENT OF ARIZONA. 
Brigadier-General George Crook: Headquarters, Prescott, A. 7. 


Camp Lowell.—A General Court-martial was consti- 
tuted to assemble at Camp Lowell, A. T., December 
10. Detail for the court: Captains John N. Andrews, 
Clarence M. Bailey, Eighth Infantry; J. B. Girard, as- 
sistant surgeon; First Lieutenants Frank T. Adams, 
James W. Powell, Eighth Infantry; W. C. Forbush, 
Charles H. Rockwell, and Second Lieutenant Charles 
H. Watis, Fifth Cavalry. Second Lieutenant W. L. 
Pitcher, Eighth Infantry, judge-advocate. 

Pay Department.—Leave of absence for one month 
was December 10 granted Major D. Taylor, paymaster, 
with permission to apply to the proper authority for 
an extension of one motth. (Station: Tucson, A. T.); 
Major D. Taylor to proceed to San Francisco, Cal., and 
on his arrival, turn over to the chief paymaster of the 
department, all public funds for which he is account- 
able. 

Fifth Cavalry.—Major W.B. Royall was ordered to 
report in person without delay, at department head- 
quarters for temporary duty. 

Eighth Infantry.—First Lieutenant C. A. Earnest 
was re-assigned to duty as depot commissary, Yuma 
Depot, and will relieve Lieutenant Ray in his duties, on 
the 3lst of December. Lieutenant Ray, upon being re- 
lieved, will report for duty with his company. 

Medical Department.—On the 11th November Sur- 
geon D. L. Magruder was ordered to_make an inspec- 
tion of the medical stores in depot at Yuma, and then 
proceed without delay to department headquarters, are 
confirmed. 
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NAVY GAZETTE. 


REGULAR NAVAL SERVICE. 
OBDERED. 


Captain Edward Barrett, to hold himself in readiness for im- 
mediate sea service. 

DEcEMBER 16.—Carpenter Peter T. Ward, to the Navy-yard, 
Norfolk, Va. es 

December 17.—Lieutenant W. W. Rhodes, to the receiving 
ship Sabine. 

ECEMBER 18.—Lieutenants Wm. H. Jacques and Geo. W. 

De Long, to the Nautical School Ship St. Mary’s. 

Lieutenant A. C. McMechan, to the Hydrographic Office. 








Gunner James Thayer, to the Naval Experimental Battery, 
Annapolis, Md 
. aa 19.—Captain K. R. Breese, to duty as inspector of 
rography. 
Tlseuteuant 8. C. Paine, to duty connected with the survey of 
the Isthmus of Darien. 
Surgeon Delavan Bloodgood, to the Navy-yard, Pensacola, 


Fla. 
“oom Engineer G. S. Gates, to the Navy-yard, Portsmouth, 


Decemser 21.—Ensign Wm. H. Slack, to temporary duty on 
board the Powhatan, aud upon arrival on the European Station 
to report for duty on that station. 

DecemBer 22.—Lieutenant-Commander Merrill Miller, to the 
Naval Academy. 

Lieutenant Washburn Maynard, to Washington to submit his 
report connected with seal tisheries, 


DETACHED. 


Decemeer 18.—Lientenant-Commander John C. Kennett, from 
the Brooklyn on the 29th inst., and granted leave of absence for 
six months. ” 





der F 
nance duty, and ordered to the Brooklyn as executive officer on 
_ -~ H from duty at the Naval Experimental 
unner Andrew Harman, from duty at the Nav: 
Battery at Annapolis, Md., and placed on waiting orders. 

DeceMBER 19.—Commander R. L. Law, from the command of 
the receiving ship Ohio on the 15th January next, and placed on 
waiting orders. 

Surgeon J. H. Tinkham, from the Naval Rendezvous, New 
York, and placed cn waiting orders. 

Surgeon J. R. Tryon, from the Navy-yard, Pen Fila. 
and upon completion of duties connected with the Med 
at that yard, to return to New York and resume duties at the 
Naval Rendezvons at that place. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Wm. Houston, from the Colorado on 
the 5th inst., and placed on waiting orders. 

Passed Assistant Enginecr T. Cook, from the Mevezeet, Ports- 
mouth, N. H., on the Mth inst., and ordered to the Powhatan on 
the 30th inst. 

Assistant Engineer W. B. Bailey, from the Powhatan on the 
mg inst. and ordered to duty in the Bureau of Steam Engincer- 

ng. 

DecEeMBER 21.—Lieutenant Wm. H. Emory, from the Coast 
Survey on the 3ist inst., and ordered to —_— duty on board 
the Powhatan, and on arrival on European Station to report for 
duty on that station. 

Ensigne Perrin Bushbee and 8. A. Staunton, from the Hydro- 

aphic Office, and ordered to the Powhatan, and on arrival on 
Earepeen Station to report for duty on that station. 

Ensign Aaron Ward, from the Hydrographic Office, and placed 
on waiting orders. 

Paymaster R. W. Allen has reported his return home havin 
been detached from duty as navel storekeeper at Ni 
Japan, on the 9th ult., and has been ordered to settle accounts. 

ECEMBER 22.—Surgeon,S. D. Kennedy, from the Powhatan, 
placed on waiting orders. 


REVOKED. 


The orders of Commander George E. Belknap as in or of 
hydrography, and ordered to command the the recei ship 
Ohio on the i5th January next. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE,GRANTED. 


To Assistant Engineer] F.C. Burchard for three months, on 
the expiration of which he will report for examination for pro- 


motion. 
F APPOINTED. 

Francis A. Drue, of Portemouth, N. H., and Henry P. Grace, of 

Boston, acting boatswains in the Navy. 
QUALIFIED FOR PROMOTION. 

Assistant Surgeons A. F. Magruder and Geo 
have been found qualified for promotion to pas: 
geons in the Navy. 


H. Torney 
assistant sur- 





NOMINATIONS TO THE SENATE. 


The following naval nominations have been sent to the Senate 
for confirmation : 

Commander George H. Preble to take rank from November 2, 
1871, next after Commodore Edward Donaldson, instead of his 
former date of rank as commodore, in conformity to the act of 
Congress approved June 23, I874. 

Master Nathan E. Niles to be a lieutenant in the Navy from 
July 7, 1874, vice Lieutenant Wm. H. Brice, deceased. 

Ensign Marcus D. Hyde to be a master in the Navy, from July 
7, 1874, vice Master N. E. Niles, nominated for promotion. 


Master Lyman G: Spalding to bea pane meg weet : ps. Nev, from 
§ +) y P. i 





« 10, 1864, vice Lieut 


Ensign Nathan Sergeant, Jr., to bea master in the Navy from 
r uly 10, 1874, vice Master L. G. Spalding, nominated for promo- 


tion. 
Master Charles P. Perkins to be a lieutenant in the Navy from 
Jully 22, 1874, vice Lieutenant Wm. 8 Buck, d 

Ensign John P. J. ange to be a master in the Navy from July 
22, 1874, vice Master C. P. Perkins, nominated for promotion. 

Master Benjamin H. Buckingham to be a lieutenant in the 
La | from July 23, 1874, vice Lieutenant Jerome E. Morse, re- 

Lm Lazarus L. Remey to be a master in the Navy from 
J ay , 1874, vice Master B. H. Buckingham, nominated for pro- 


mouon. 

Ensign Whitmul P. Ray to be a master in the Navy from Au- 
gust 4, 1874, viee Master Edward M. Day, retired. 

Cc dore Napoleon Collins to be a reat-aduiral in the Navy 
from August 9, 1874, and promoted ander the resolution of Con- 
gress, dated J ay 1, 1870, vice Rear-Admiral John rs, re- 
tained on active list by receiving a vote of thanks of Congress. 
—Captain John C, Febiger to be a commodore in the Navy from 

ugust 9, 1874, vice Commod Napol Collins, no: ted 
for promotion. 

Commander K. Randolph Breese to be a captain in the Navy 
from August 9, 1874, vice Captain J. C. Tebiger, nominated for 
promotion. 

Lieutenant-Commander William T. Sampson to be a com- 
mander in the Navy from August 9, 1874, vice Commander K. R. 
Breese, nominated for promotion. 

Master Charles G. Bowman to be a lieutenant in the Navy from 
August 9, 1874, vice Li t-C der Wm. T. Sampson, 
nominated for promotion. 

Ensign Wiiliam M. Wood to be a master in the Navy from Au- 
gust 9, 1874, vice Master U. G. Bowman, nominated for promo- 


tion. 
Master William P. Potter to be a lieutenant in the Navy from 
August 9, 1874, vice Lieutenant George J. Mitchell, resigned. 

nsign William P. Conway to be a master in the Navy from 
Aneae 9, 1874, vice Master Wm. P, Potter, nominated for pro- 
motion. 

Lieutenant-Commander Alfred T. Snell to be a commander in 
the Navy from Sengetabes 19, 1874, vice Commander Charles L, 
Franklin, deceased. 

Master Giles B. Harber to be a lieutenant in the Navy from 
September 19, 1874, vice Lieut t-Cr der A. T. Snell, 
nominated for promotion. 

Ensign Hansom R. Tyler to be a master in the Navy from Sep- 
— 19, 1874, vice ter G. B. Hai ber, numinated for pro- 
motion. 

Captain Peirce Crosby to be a commodore in the Navy from Oc- 
tober 3, 1874, vice Commodore Melancthon B. Woolsey, deceased. 

Commander Lewis A. Kimberly to be a captain in the Navy 
from October 8, 1874, vice Captain Peirce 5 nated for 
promotion. 

Lieutenant-Commander George P. Ryan to be a commander in 
the Navy from October 3, 1874, vice Commander L. A. Kimberly, 
nominated for promotion. 

Master John Garvin to be a lieutenant in the Navy from Octo- 

t-C P. Ryan, nominated 














her 3. 1874, vice Lieut - Fe 
forpromotion. .. ‘i 
Eusign James H. Bull to be a master in the Navy from Octohr 
8, 1874, vice Master Jolin Garvin, nominated for promotion, 
: (wist to be concluded next week.] 





rederick Pearson, from special ord- * 
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THE UNITED STATES NAVY. 


OUR FLEET MANQ:UVRES IN THE BAY OF FLORIDA, 
AND THE NAVY OF THE FUTURE. 
per read before the Naval Institute, December 10th, 1874, 
odore Foxhall A. Parker. 

Circumstances having made it necessary for our Gov- 
ernment at the commencement of the present year to 
assemble a fleet in the waters of Florida, the Hon. Secre- 
tary of the Navy thought the occasion favorable for 
the instruction of its officers in the various branches of 
their profession, and especially in naval tactics, 
that part of it to which e gy Europe had given 
most attention, America and Asia least; and it seem- 
ing but reasonable that the’author of a theory to be 
practically tested should be permitted to test it him- 
self, provided he desired so to do, I who had drawn 
up both the tactics and the tactical si book, was 
detailed for this service; and, on the 16th of January 
reported at Key West, to Rear Admiral Case, as 
* Chief of Staff of the United Fleets under his com- 
man ” 

It being found that the collective fleet would not be 
ready for maneuvring before the ist of February— 
some of its vessels or from distant stations not 
having yet reported—the intervening time was passed 
in boat, great gun, howitzer and infantry exercises; 
and on the afternoon of the 20th of January 
a force of seventeen hundred blue jackets and 
marines was thrown ashore on the South beach of 
Key West, formed in line of battle and advanced in 
this order threugh a dense chaparral to the light-house, 
distant a half-mile from the landing, whence, after a 
brigade dress-parade, it was marched in column of 
companies right in front, to the Government store- 
house wharf, which had been designated as the place 
of embarkation. Taking into consideration the fact 
that at least one-balf of the men were nhorns, re- 
cently shipped, the affair was an exceedingly creditable 
one, There was neither straggling nor drunkenness; 
and although the irregular swaying of the bayonets on 
the march, betrayed the recruit, _ the manual of 
arms and the ous changes of formation were ex- 
ecuted with a precision and style which reflected the 
= credit upon the young drill officers, all of 
whom, with three or four exceptions, were graduates 
of the Naval Academy. 

The howitzer firing from the boats, however, 
on this occasion, was neither rapid nor we!l sustained, 
nor was the howitzer manipulated afloat as dexter- 
ously as it should have been. Ashore it appeared to 
better advantage, yet neither afloat nor ashore did 
yn truly sailor arm compare favorably with the in- 
‘antry. 

Of the boat exercises in fleet mancuvres, the 
less said the better. They were decidedly a failure, 
and showed mpc A how little importance had been at- 
beer to the study of fleet tactics by the Navy gen- 
erally. 

On the 31st of January the rear-admiral command- 
ing issued the following general order: 
oan North Atlantic fleet is hereby separated into divisions as 

ows: 


Van, on Rieunt Drviston.—1. Congress ; 2. Ticonderoga; 3. 
Canandaigua ; 4. Fortune. 
Centre Drvision.—5. Colorado; 6. Wachusett; 7. Shenandoah; 


Drviston.—9. Lancaster ; 10. Alaska; 11. Kan- 
sas; 12. Franklin. 
SERVE Divison.—Monitors and torpedo vessels. 

‘The senior officer of each Division will command it, and will 
wear a division flag at his main. He will lead his Division when 
the right is in front, and bring up the rear with the left in 
front. He will repeatthe Admiral’s signals, and when all the 
vessels of his command have answered his signal, will hoist an 
answe' pennant as an indication to the Admiral that the com- 
mand are prepared to obey it. When all the Divisional officers 
have hoisted their answering pennants, and the Admiral is 
ready, he will han! down his signal; the Divisional officers haul 
down their and pennants at the same instant, 
and the signal is executed. 

From the moment of sailing each vessel will keep her distin- 
— hoisted until she comes to anchor, when she 

own 


hau . 

When — 413—G@et Underway—is hoisted with the prepara- 
fory ouer and answered in the manner prescribed above, ft will 
be led down, when each vessel will heave in to a short stay, 
and hoist her distinguishing —— So soon as all have the'r 
dist! ishing pennants flying, signal 413—Get Underway—will 
be made by the Admiral, and when replied to ag above directed, 
and the Admiral is ready, will be hauled down. AU now weigh 


hen signal 3%4—Anchor—is hoisted, with the preparatory 
over it, and answered, it will be hauled down. A 
instant the feet will Sagpropstewcat 


A 
by 


slow to three knots. 
Admiral will next hoist signal 324—Anchor—and the mo- 
— it > >a ; —- wed Coe a engine (without 
ting ‘ora rom onal officers), letting go her an- 
chor the moment it is hauled down. . vias 
When the signal is made to “ get underway,” the fleet will 
move out in ‘‘columnsof vessels’’ with the van leading, unles an- 
other formation is si 
If not a directed, vessels will “come to” with their 
ors. 


“al — led ic. Tactical si 

courses are magnetic. Tactical s' Is at night 
will be made with Coston lights, and the moment of execution 
denoted by the discharge of a gun. 

In usion, the Commander-in-chief calls psrticular atten- 
tion to the “‘ Explanation,” U. 8. Navy Signal Book—Naval Tac- 
tics, 1874, whose precepts must be rigidly adhered to by Com- 
manding-Officers. 

A. LupLow Cass, 
Rear-Admiral, U. 8. N., 

Commanding U.S. Naval Force, North Atlantic Station, 

Flagship Wabash, ist Rate, Key West, Fla., Jan. 31, 1874. 


On the 3d of February, the fleet (the reserve except- 
* which had been lying in irregular order off Key 
est, shifted its berth to the ‘‘ outer buoy” near Sand 
Key Light, where it anchored in columns of vessels 
abreast y divisions, in natural order, heading South, 
the van division, commanded by Captain Rhind, being 
on the po At ge bag on the following morning, 
pal was to get underway, and as no 

ormation had been bed, and the vessels were 
then heading 8.8. W., the van division moved for- 
ward, while the centre and rear divisions obliqued to 
the right until in the van’s wake, when they steered S. 
8. W., one Aavelgese a column ee Ny dari which for- 
mation preserved very during the > 
qeetag te eneasnunes night in line off Noe. 


o. bh 
inte lng of tb coiagy Soe" wpengie ones the gy 
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and W. 8. the , flagship of the van divi 
er anchored first and farthest to the N’d 
an . 

At eight A. m., on the 5th the fleet weighed, and 


forming column of vessels, followed the Congress 
through the between the Dry Tortugas and 
the Rebecca Shoal into Florida Bay. The direction 


of the head of the column wss several times changed 
during the day, and at six p. m. the signal ‘‘ Forward 
into line—left oblique!” was made, followed shortly 
afterwards by the signal, ‘‘ Anchor!” 

On the 6th we moved tothe Eastward, and anchored 
a tug at the distance of twenty-five miles Southeast 
from Key West, in which vicinity we remained for 
more than three weeks, in the almost daily exercise of 
fleet manceuvres. These consisted of the various line, 
column and echelon formations laid down in the 
tactics, and in ing from one to the other, the 
column varying from single vessel to division front, 
the echelon being single and double, natural and in- 
verted, and the line either single or double; the fleet 
ry toy, bane nasa by the front, flank andrear. After 
a few days’ exercise the various movements were per- 
formed with exactness, though with a slowness that 
was disheartening, since the greatest speed that could 
be maintained by the fleet as a unit, was four and a 
half knots an hour.* 

As our anchorage was exposed to winds from the 
Northwest which during the Winter months sometimes 
sweep with great violence over the Bay of Florida, 
the fleet always came to at night in columns of vessels 
abreast by divisions, heading East, and inthis order, 
ou February 9th and 10th it rode out a Northwest 
gale, without the slightest apprehension being felt on 
the part of the Commander-in-chief for the safety of 
any of his command, since being in echelon so long as 
the wind blew, no vessel could drive on the hawse 
of another. 

On the 20th and 24th insts., the fleet, — in 
column of vessels (close order), at the rate of four 
knots an hour, was exercised in firing at a target dis- 
tant eight hundred yards; and, on the 25th some ex- 
ceedingly interesting experiments were made with spar 
torpedoes, each vessel exploding one or more of these, 
filled with from 80 to 150 pounds of powder, under or 
near a floating raft, constructed of casks and spars. 

On the 26th and 27th, the fleet, in columns of ves- 
sels, abreast by divisions, was exercised principally in 
changing direction without altering formation, and on 
the afternoon of the latter day, the vessels being in 
column of divisions, with the van leading, and flag- 
ships on the left, heading East, and the Admiral 
desinng to anchor for a few hours for the 
purpose of communicating with the shore, and 
afterward to proceed West to the Dry Tortugas, from 
which direction the tide was then setting, signal 
was made to the van division—By the le ‘Tank ! to 
the centre division—Slow / to the rear division—For- 
ward into line—right oblique! So soon as the rear of 
the van division was clear of the left of the centre, 
signals were made to that division—By the right flank ! 
Dress on centre division! By the time these were ex- 
ecuted the rear division had gained its plaee, and the 
whole fleet bemg now in line, under the Brooklyn’s 
distinguishing pennant was hoisted 267. ‘‘Fleet—from 
the right and left of—on the vessel whose distinguish- 
ing pennant isshown above this signal form double 
echelon inverted.” 

The moment. this signal came down the wings 
moved forward simultaueously and formed a right 
angle with each other, of which the Brooklyn, of 
course, was the apex. 

In this formation the fleet anchored, and swinging 
head to tide found itself upon weighing anchor at 
8r.mM., in double echelon (natural order), with the 
Brooklyn, carrying her guide lights, leading and st er- 
ing West. Midway between the two columns on a 
line with the fifth vessel of each was the Wadash, 
with her tenders, the Dispatch and Pinta on either 
quarter. 

During the entire night the vessels kept their stations 
perfectly. Certainly in unity and strength the fleet 
had gained greatly since the day when it had feebly 
groped its way out cf the harbor of Key West, and, at 
irregular intervals, and in straggling groups, made its 
way to the islands, whither in perfect order it was 
now returning. 

At 6a. M. signal was made to the Divisional Com- 
manders to bear up for the anchorage previously as- 
signed to them at the Tortugas, and the fleet mancu- 
vres here ended. 

A week later and the reserve division of monitors 
was exercised fortwo days insquadron evolutions, 
and contrary to what was expected, it manceuvred ad- 
mirably, its speed, however, being limited to tbat 
which the slowest one of its number could maintain 
for any length of time, was but four knots an hour. 
The distances and intervals of the vessels were 
remarkably well kept, and all but the Mfahopac, which 
was evicently out of trim, steered well. The wind 
was light fromthe S’dand E’d during both days’ 
evolutions, and on the first day the water was smooth. 
On the morning of the second a heavy sea was rolling 
in upon the Florida reef, on the outside edge of -which 
we were, but by noon it had subsided toa gentle swell. 
Table A shows the relative turning power of the moni- 
tors moving at the rate of 414 knots an hour, with light 
wind and smooth sea; table B their greatest attainable 


* It must be remembered that several of these vessels 
had been }: in commission, and were almost “broken down” 
in boilers and engines ; yet they formed part of a force that did 
not number one too many for the service that might have been 
required of it, and their could not have been exceeded by 
the fleet without abandoning them as prizes to the enemy ha 
we been u to meet one. 

Out of our whole force of wooden and iron ve-sels not more 
than eight have maintained a speed of six anda half 
knots, and not more than six a speed of eight knots an 





our. 
The tugs Pinta and Fortune and the little steamer Dispatch 
are, of course, not included in this summing up. F.A,P. 


and peering Soom each other, reciprocally, E. N.E., 
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speed under the most favorable conditions of wind and 














weather. 
TABLE A. 

Names. Rate. tons. Full cir. tostb’d. Full cir. to port. 
Saugus........ 4 550 3 min. 00 sec. 4 min. (0 sec. 
Mauhattar . 4 550 6 min. 49 sec. 4 min. 45 sec, 
[ES 550 7 min. 10 sec. 7 min. 15 sec, 
Mahopac ... 4 550 6 min. 49 sec. 7 min. 59 sec, 
Dictator... .. 2 1750 7 min. 4 sec. 8 min. 30 sec, 

TARLE B. 
Rate. Tons. Speed in knots, 
ctGueccslepiasepes degécomte 2 1750 10.50 
.4 550 6.00 
Licahluneeten coe 4 550 5.75 
dorbocndecedddese oveces 4 550 5.50 
pcan soosenes svoneaiedsiqtes 4 550 4.75 





And now the “great drill,” as the New York 
Herald@ has styled our exercises, being ended, what 
was the lesson it had taught? That a naval force, no 
matter of what elements composed, possessed but little 
strength unless properly organized and thoroughly ex- 
ercised in tactical manwuvres, every officer who had 
witnessed our evolutions was willing to admit; but, 
apart from all this, it became painfully apparent to us 
that the vessels before us were, in no respect, worthy 
of a-great nation like our own; for what could be 
more lamentable—what more painful to one who 
loved his country and his profession than to see a fleet 
armed with smooth bore guns, requiring close quarters 
for their development, moving at the rate of four and 
a half knots an hour? What inferior force could it 
overtake, or what superior one escape from of any of 
the great naval powers of.the earth? Did it rely, in the 
latter case, upon its spar torpedoes for defence? 
What Don Quixote of an admiral was going to run 
upon them, when, having ‘‘ the legs” of his adversary, 
he could concentrate upon his van or rear or upon one 
of his flanks and, choosing his distance, coolly cut him 
to pieces with his artillery? 

And, in truth, what reliance could be placed upon 
our torpedo system afloat for either offence or de- 
fence? 

After many days’ preparation seven of the eighteen 
torpedoes used on the 25th of February had failed to 
explode, while of those that did explode not more than 
four were submerged under the target. 

If, then, on a beautiful calm day, with nothing to dis- 
quiet us, such was the result, what would have hap- 
pened had the fleet, at the time, been exposed to the 
disturbing influences of an enemy’s shot and shell? 
Take, forexample, the Webash, whose battery con- 
sists of forty-four nine-inch guns. Now, while she is 
approaching an enemy (supposing such a thing possi- 
ble), with the design of terpedving him, she will either 
be using her artillery or not using it. 

In the latter case, her enemy, having simply a target 
to fire at, would riddle her completely and cut all her 
torpedo gear away before she could get within a hun- 
dred yards of him. 

In the former, how in the name of practical common 
sense is the operator at the e’ectric battery amid the 
confusion and din of battle, and the smoke of his own 
guns totell the instant to ‘‘ close the circuit.” For, be 
has but an instant, remember, and no more. If, how- 
ever, the object struck is itself to close the circuit, how 
are you to be assured that, after the melee has once 
commenced, this object will not be one of your own 
vessels? 

The Franklin, the Colorado, and the Lancaster, lead- 
ing their respective columns, and the Wabash in the 
centre of the fleet, looked warlike and formidable in- 
deed, with their powerful batteries, as artillery ships: 
but with their booms rigged out as torpedo vessels they 
were simply ridiculous. ‘* But,” remarks the torpedo 
officer of the Wabash, in his official report of March 
9th, which is little more than an apology for the many 
failures of February 25th, ‘‘to say that it is useless for 
these old wooden ships to even try to use torpedoes or 
have them is, in my opinion, a mistake; for, if they 
ever can get alongside of vessels of superior force and 
speed, either by surprising them at anchor in the night 
or in any other way, they can destroy these vessels with 
torpedoes when it could be accomplished in no other 
possible manner.” 

The plain answer to this is that men-of-war do not 
suffer themselves to be surprised at night by large 
bodies moving slowly. The proper way to attack a 
vessel lying at anchor is with small boats fitted with 
torpedoes, us Cushing attacked the Albemarle; for if you 
run at her with your own vessel, and her commanding 
officer be not a fool, you will probably find yourself 
journeying toward the stars—long before your 
pole can be brought into requisition; since in this 
torpedo warfare on soundings the advantage 1s 
decidedly with the defence, and it is not to be supposed 
that a vessel would remain long at anchor witvout sur 
rounding herself with floating or submerged torpedoes, 
or a cordon of bouts fitted with torpedoes inside of 
which it would be impossible for a large vessel to pene- 
trate. Or if without torpedoes her captain might not 
unwisely follow the example of one of our old officers 
of farming propensities, who being obliged to remain 
many we:ks at anchor off our southern coast dur- 
ing the civil war quietly fenced himself in and then 
taking care that the gate of his sea-yard was closed at 
sunset, he slept peacefully — = undisturbed in 
the slightest degree ly torpedo visions. | 

The exercise of the torpedo in Florida Bay was of 
great service to us, however, since for the intelligent 
use of any weapon it is as important to know wha 
cannot as what can be effected by it. It is one nos 
to promise great results on paper, and another to ae 
tain them in actual practice, and it is clear to my mip ‘ 
now that, rigged out on a pole attached to a large ea 
sel not possessing very great speed and turning power, 
the torpedo is alike harmless to friend and foe. a 
Nevertheless for cur Jong line of sea-board the - 

o is invaluable, and the submarine mine of t id 
engineer supported by forts, and aided as it bey 
be in time of war, by monitors, tugs, and launches oe 
almost hermetically sealed our harbors to a hostile 





fleet, while a rigid blockade of any of them would be 
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next to an impossibility, harassed incessant] 
blockading force would be, by imp 
torpedo-boats, and by infernal machines of eve 
ceivable device and construction. 

It is true that the blockading admiral, supposing him ble 
to be a man of energy and resolution, would endeavor 
to overcome the terpedo with the torpedo, 
with the countermine; yet, taking in'o consideration 
the ingenuity and enterprise of our people, and the dis- 
advantage under which both armies and fleets operate 
at a distance from their base of supplies, the defeat of 
the blockades might be relied upon, I think, with al- 
most absolute certainty. 

Shall we then, because secure in a great degree from 
the attacks of hostile fleets upon our shores, conclude 
with Mr. Boutwell, that ships of war may be dispensed 
with, and let our vessels rot alongside of decaying 





__ Is the Great Republic so beloved by all mankind that 
its citizens are safe in every land and its merchantman 


We know that such is not the case, and surely all 
experience should teach us that nothing is so galling to 
a gallant nation as to be obliged to submit to insult be- 
cause utterly unprepared to resent it. 
for the peace-makers, the millennium has not yet come, 
and whatever may be the indications of it in the 
heavens above there are none whatever on the earth 
below. Nation is still rising against nation. Europe is 
a vast military camp, while the fleets of the great naval 
powers surpass all that the world has yet seen of 
rmaments upon the deep. Turkey with 15 
i 8, 44 screw frigates, and a disciplined army 

is not dead yet; China with her vast horde imports 
modern artillery and improved rifles; Japan, destined 
to bear the same relation to Asia that England bears to 
Europe, hasone or more dock-yardsand an iron-clad 
squadron. What, then, is there in the condition of any 
of the four quarters of the globe to lead to the be- 
lief that wars in the future will be less frequent than 
in the past? At the risk of bemg accused of intel- 
lectual blindness, I emphatically reply, nothing what- 
ever. I am forced, then, to the conviction that, for 
the maintenance of our national dignity at home and 
abroad, the protection of our commerce upon the high 
seas and our citizens in foreign lands, a sea-going 
fleet is absolutely necessary for us—not a large fleet 
like that of England, but one which shall be complete 
in itself, and serve as a safe nucleus to rally around 
when the hour of trial comes. 
what elements this fleet should be composed. 
If the object to be kept in view were simply the en- 
countering of a hostile force at sea the ram would 
alone, in my opinion, suffice for our purpose, fully 
convinced as I am that, for fleet fighting, it is the most 
terrible engine of war thata navy can possess. The 
fire of artillery may be withstood, the contact of the 
torpedo guarded against; but that there is no with- 
Standing the shock of the steam ram, the battle of 
Lissa, the sinking of the Cumberland, and daily col- 
lisions on the ocean bear witness. 
however, guns must be brought into play and for creep- 
ing stealthily upon a large vessel at night, in thick 
weather, or amid the smoke of battle, there is nothing 
equal to the low torpedo-boat; consequently to be pre- 
. pared for all the service that may be expected of it, 
the fleet of to-morrow must consist of rams, 
vessels, allof which should be 
steamers of great speed, having auxiliary sail power, 
and if not propelled by twin-screws, some mechanical 
contrivance which enable them to turn short around 
with celerity; fur turning power is essential to every 
man-of-war, and especially so as to a ram which must 
always xeep her head turned towards the enemy. In 
storms the dependence of these steamers for safety should 
, and if never required to make sail 
ward of the beam their masts might 
proposed by Rear-Admiral Buggs, 
pars and suils so light as 
nt below; so that an artil- 
thing tut her lower'masts, 
and torpedo vessel nothing at all left stand- 
1en steaming head to wind or going 
All that I have said above refers to the 
up an enemy’s commerce, 
henandoah type will be re- 
long-range pivot gun forward, 
lo cutters and a Gatling battery, 
in time of war should be supplied 
xtraordinarily fast steamers to carry 


Let us consider now of 


For attacking forts, 


boats, and artillery 


on their engines 
with the wind for 
be telescopic (as 
some years since), and their s 
to be easily handled and se 
lery vessel would have no 


ships of the Alabama and 


two steam torpe: 
and every admiral 
With a number of e 
despatches and act 

At present our vessels 


are adapted . 
Paul Hoste, rath e aflapted to the days of 


er than to the age of steam, loaded 
y are with immense spars and rigging, 
general action, would infallibly be shot 
ng after them, foul their screws, thus 
m utterly helpless ; for woe be to that 
attles, whose propeller refuses 
Not many min- 


away and, traili 


vessel, in future naval b 
to turn after the melee 
pse before an enemy wil 
peed, and striking her in a vital part 
It becomes, therefore, all im- 
ower Of a steamer should be 
and certainly nothing could 
e masts and rigging as at pre- 





send her to the b 
portant that the motive p 
protected from injury 
more imperil it than tb 


At first sight it might seem a very expensive matter 
& purely steam marine, but when the high 
paid for surplus masts, spars, riggi 
deducted from the bill [ think it will be 
d that an efficient steam Navy can be maintained 
g that of our present non- 
I know that our Benbows of the pre- 
young as well as old, will cavil at this, for 
“talk rope” is not to be a seaman. 
ght in dissertations u 


cost but little exceedin 


These men still deli 
ing down of a jib 
and dwell fondly upon the 

mes, when, however potent 
ax Was certainly king upon 


legends of the good old 
cotton might be on land, 
the sea; but the great ma- 





° y as the jority of naval officers are, I am sure, looking forward 
rovised rams and toa hi 


her order of things, and will agree with me in 


Ty con- the opinion that the tar of the past, although a glori- 


| ous fellow in his day, it would by no means be desira- 
to resurrect for the Navy of the future. 


A ram should be purely a ram, a torpedo boat be re- 


the mine | stricted to the use of torpedoes, while an artillery ves- 


sel, for offence and defence, should place all her 
reliance upon her battery, not turning out of her way 
to seek an opportunity for ramming, though not, of 
course, failing to take advantage of one should it 
chance to offer. 

For the man who has several weapons to choose 
from may hesitate, in action, which to avail himself of, 

while he who has but one will be quite sure to use that 
one effectively. 

Whether or not our artillery ships should be iron- 
clad is a vexatious and much mooted question ; but 
as the duel between iron-plating and artillery has 
my resulted in favor of the latter, if we may be- 
lieve the reports of mo sempre in England and Ger- 
many ; as powder is still being improved so that, with- 
out greater strain upon the gun, it will exert more 
force upon the projectile, and as the ram and torpedo 
have no more respect for the costly iron-clad than the 
comparatively cheap wooden vessel, I should prefer 
converting our iron into guns rather than into armor. 

As to what these guns shall be, whether rifled or 
smooth bored, our able Chief of Ordnance is a most 
competent judge. By the world generally, the former 
is considered in every respect superior to the latter, 

yet I confess to not being entirely convinced of the 

justness of the decision. 

I was for a long time intimately associated with the 

late lamented Admiral Dahlgren who, without dis- 

paragement to any, I may safely say was the greatest 
ordnance officer our Navy has yet produced, and up 
to the day of his death he was firmly persuaded that 
for ‘‘close action”’—and no naval battle has ever yet 
been decided at long range—the smooth-bore possessed 
decided advantages over the rifle. In the experiments 
initiated by him against iron-plating at 400 yards while 

the rifle bolt went through the target at every dis- 

charge, the spherical projectile fell dead apparently at 
its base for tue first three or four fires; but then, sud- 
denly eagetoten. | the report of the smooth-bore, came a 
crashing sound, and it was found that the target had 

been shaken to pieces. It must be borne in mind that 

these trials were made against plating of less than half 
the thickness of that now used in England, and, there- 

fore, do not afford a fair test of the relative merits of 

the two guns at this time ; but I submit that recent 

experiments, on the other side of the water, have not 

been exhaustive in this regard, and are, therefore, 

neither satisfactory nor conclusive. 

Placed side by side, with the full’power of each de- 

veloped against targets at short range, the gun which 

shall be found to have produced the greatest effect 

after twelve rounds have been fired in quick succession, 

wi'l, it appears to me, be the best for general purposes 

whatever may be the merits of the other for special 

service; for in assembling vessels to attack forts or 
fleets you could in one fire have the concentrated effect 

of these twelve rounds many times repeated. In say- 
ing this, let it not be understood that I am an advocate 
of the smooth-bore; on the contrary, all that I have 
read of late inclines me to prefer the rifle, and that 
which has most influenced me in its favor is a remark 
of Captain Jeffers, that from it you ‘‘ get greater ex- 
plosive effect for same weight,” but I do think that, 
before substituting one system of armament fer another, 
we should test the matter ourselves to the ‘‘ bitter end;” 
and I trust that Congress will see the wisdom of mak- 
ing a liberal appropriation for this purpose. 

As to the calibre of the guns, notwithstanding what 
has been said to the contrary in an exceedingly forci- 
ble prize essay, which has met with general favor in 
England, I espouse the American idea—‘‘ the bigger 
the better;” depend upon it, with Yankees to serve 
them the shot of mammoth guns will not be thrown 
away. They have a saying ‘‘out West,” that it is 
‘*bad manners to draw a pistol unless you intend to 
use it; and, though it may not be iil-mannered, it is 
certainly unwise to hit a ship at all unless you do her 
some damuge; for men get a contempt for that which 
does not buit when it strikesthem. With a fleet com- 
posed of the three classes referred to above, an 
admiral informed by his lookouts of the approach of 
an enemy, would signal such a formation as he should 
deem best, always, however, keeping his artillery in 
the centre of the fleet, and his rams nearest to the 
enemy, and well in hand, in readiness to begin the 
attack. No order of battle could be laid down which 
would suit every occasion, and the effect of adopting 
any one order as-absolute would be to give eo enemy 
the advantage of knowing how he should find you, 
and laying his plaus accordingly, while you would be 
left in doubt, up to the last moment, as to what bis 
method of attack or defence would be. A fleet should 
be so drilled as to be enabled to assume any formation 
with readiness, and it should be a unit of force acting 
under one head. Nothing could be more fatal to us 
than the acceptance of the idea that it may be sepa- 
rated into groups, each group being, to some extent, 
independent of the other. 

For at sea as on the land, ‘‘ war is nothing more 
than the art of concentrating a greater force than the 
enemy upon a given point,” and Commander Noel’s 
plan of battle would simply afford one’s adversary, in 
my opinion, a chance of surrounding his detached 
groups one after the other with a superior force, and 
thus whipping the whole fleet in detail. ' é 

I may remark: here, that in our new tactical signal 
book, the signal—“ From the centre of threes, fours, 
fives, etc.—form double echelon” (natural or inverted), 
affords us the means of throwing our whole fleet, or 
any division or squadron of it, into groups offensive 
or defensive of any required depth, each group, how- 
ever, being closely supported by all the others. 

Opening the ball with artiller 
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ty knots, 
could only result in one of those indecisive actions 
which every commander-in-chief should aim to avoid; 
for three fourths of the projectiles fired would fall into 
the sea while the smoke of the guns on both sides 
would so obscure the vision, as to render the attack of 
the rams of no avail. 

In my judgment, the rams should begin the action 
by charging the enemy, and throwing him into con- 
fusion or bringing him to a stand, then the artillery 
vessels would open with some effect and the torpedo 
boats under cover of their fire, proceed stealthily but 
swiftly to complete the work of devastation inaugu- 
rated by the charge. 

After charging through the a the rams should 
reform and charge back, or, if una’ je to do this, pass 
around his fleet attacking every thing in the way, and, 
after regaining their own lines take their tion with 
the reserve in readiness to act with it when the 
‘supreme moment,” as the French term that instant, 
when victory or defeat hangs in the balance, has 
arrived. This is the time too, to putin every beat 
fitted with torpedoes, that the condition of the sea 
will permit to be lowered. 

It would seem useless, perhaps, for us to talk of the 
assembling of fleets when our flag scarcely floats from 
the mast-head of a merchantman upon the sea, and 
the city of New York, our commercial metrovolis 
seems so far indifferent to the national misfortune as 
actually to take pride in the number of foreiga steam- 
ers which daily leave her wh yet I cannot but 
believe that the Great Republic will awaken from her 
lethargy ere long, and once more put forth her 

upon the deep. 

When that day comes, when our commerce is 
extended to the remotest corners of the earth, I have 
faith that a Navy will be created for its protection 
worthy of a great people, whose fleets some of you, 
gentlemen, will be calied upon to command. 

This you can prepare yourselves to do intelligently, 
only by devoting yourselves zealously to the study of 
your profession; and let me advise you, above all else, 
to read diligently the naval history of the past and the 
present, and to imitate Nelson in his close study of 
naval tactics; for depend upon it, that in future n:.val 
battles, other things being equal, victory will belong 
to that fleet which is most skilfully manceuvred. 

In conclusion, let me repeat what I have so often 
said before, namely, that a man-of-war, without speed 
aud turning power, is as useless as‘‘ 8 painted ship upon 
a painted ocean,” no matter what her armament or 
armor—and let me beg of you, in opposition to the 
doctrine of dividing fleets into independent detach- 
ments, to adopt for your motto: ‘The ships of ow. 
Union and the union of our ships; may they be like 
our States, ‘‘one and insepareble.” 


each other, at a combined speed of twen ote,” 





Tue state reception given to the King of the Hawaiian 
Islands, at the Executive Mansion, on Friday evening, 
the 1xth instant, is conceded to have been the most 
brilliant that bas ever taken place in Washington. 
Several hundred cards were issued, ery eee my to 
the Supreme Court, the Legislative and Executive De- 
of the ecg ——— ae 
Army and Navy. Among the prominent 

: ne 1 were Admiral Porter, 
Rear-Admirals Radford, Bailey, Davis, Sands, Alden, 
Reynolds, Poor; Commodores Howell, Jetf rs, Am- 
men, Wyman, Clitz, Patterson; Surgeon-General 
Beale; Puymaster-General Watmough; gineer-in- 
Chief Wood; Cuief-Constructor Hanscom, Captain 
Temple and his aids, who attend the King; Majors 
Cash, Slack, McCauley and Nicholson; Pay-[nspector 
Thornton, Surgeon Nelson and most of the younger 
officers siatiuned at Wasbington. The Army was rep- 
resented by General Sherman, Major-Generals Parke, 
Meigs, Marcy, Hunter, Heintze'men, Elliott, Barnes, 
Ricketts, Lorenzo Thomas, Townsend; Brigadier- 
Generals Babcock, Benet, Bingham, Myer, Pelonze, 
Poe, Vincent; Colonels Casey, Mack, Noiris, Win- 
throp; Lieutenant-Colonels Clarke, Haines, Larned, 


partments 
and the 
officers of the Navy 


Laub, Ludington, Martin, Otis, Siigreaves and Wood- 
ward, and others of high rank. These officers were 
in full dress nniform, and together with the entire 
Diplomatic Corps, in their Court dress, presented a 
scene seldom surpassed in this country. Several 
officers, military and naval, of other countries were 
present. Among them Admiral Jones, attache of Her 
Majesty’s Legation, and with their decorations added 
brilliancy to the occasion. . 

The introductions to the King were made by 
tary Fish, who stood on his left, and as the —_ 
passed on they extended cong atulations to the Presi- 
dent, then to Mrs. Grant and Mrs. Fish, and last to 
Lieutenant-Colonel Fred. Grant and his interesting 
bride. ‘The Secretary of the Navy and the Postmaster 
General marshalled the hosts as they moved up to the 
distinguished visitor. The Marine Band, although @ 
litle wearied from the two previous evenings at the 
Centennial tea party, enlivened the occasion with their 
choicest selections, and hailed the King’s approach by 
a skillful execution of his national air. The East 
Room was well filled, but the adjacent reception par- 
lors and large wae hall gave ample room for retire- 
ment and promenades. 

King Kelahana will visit the Naval Academy arid 
Mount Vernon before proceeding North. 








Tas Danish navy bill provides for 12 first-class 
vessels, plated and unplated; rams, torpedo boats, 
and tenders; and asks 10,000,000 crowns during the 
next ten years for new buildings. Conscripts after 
two months’ drill ashore are to serve on board for 
ten months. Four years’ contingent will suffice to 
man the whole navy on a war footing. The officers 
are augmented in number. A chief constructor 


directs the 5; department of the Ministry, The 





'y vessels ‘‘ passing 


yearly navy budget is 4,800,000 crowns, 
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ULSTER OVERCOATS! 


How To Order. 


STATE COLOR—erzY, BLUE OR BROWN. ‘ 
“ HEIGHT, MEASURE AROUND BREAST AND WAIST, LENGTH 


OF SLEEVE. 

= PRICE—$25.00, $30.00, $40.00, $50.00, $55.00. 

Our customers in the West pay no more than those in the 
East. 

We have but one Price, and our goods are sent C.0.D. 


G. W. SIMMONS & SON, 
Original Importers and Largest Manufacturers, 
OAK HALL, BOSTON. 


IF YOU WANT 


to purchase an elegant and durable GoLD watca, and 
e a handsome saving in money, buy the LADD 
PATENT WATCH Case for your movement. They aie 
made in Mansard, Flat and Dome shapes, to which we 
have this Fall added our new and beautiful BASCENE 
—in Gents’, Ladies’ and Boys’ sizes, Key and Stem 
Wroraale by deal erally in all f theC 
or sale by dealers gen yin rts of the Country. 
NB. All genuine Brut quality Pada Patent Cases 
are s!am ‘““G@ WL” inside the Cover, and date of 
patent under the bezel. 
Send for full descriptive circulars to the manufac- 
turers, J. A. Brown & Co., 11 Maiden Lane, New York. 


LAFLIN & RAND POWDER COMPANY. 


21 Park Row, New York. 


Sole proprietors and manufacturers of the celebrated ORANGE 
brand of GUN POWDER. Recommended and used by Captain 
A. H. Bogardus, the “ Champion Wing Shot of America.” 


Orange Lightning Powder. 


The strongest and cleanest Powder made. Nos.1to?. Packed 
only in sealed one pound canisters. The coarser sizes especially 
are recommended to owners of fine breech loading guns, giving 
great penetration with very slight recoil. 


Orange Ducking Powder. 


For Water-fow]. Verystrong and clean. Nos.1to5. Packed 

in metal kegs of 63¢ Ibs. each, and canisters of 1 avd 5 pounds. 
Orange Rifle Powder. 

This celebrated brand of Puwder is more extensively used 
— oa M ok ead ng Rifles — —_ en rae FG, FFG 
an . Pac wood and me 8 0} 124g and 
ibs., and in canisters of 1 Ib. - “is ed 

Military Powder. 

The Military Powder made by this Company is extensively 
used and highly apptoved by the U.S Government, and ex- 
clusively used by the Russian Government for their cartridges 
made in this an. 

MAMMOTH, CANNON, MORTAR, MUSKET and CART- 
RIDGE Powder made to any desired standard. Packed in wood 
or metal packages of 100 lbs. or less. Blasting, Mining and Ship- 
ping Syd of all grades and sizes packed in wood or metal 

exe 0: 8. 

Great care is taken in packing and casing Powder for export. 
Also, Manufacturers and Proprietors of the Smith Electric Ma- 
chine for exploding mines, sub-marine blasts, etc. 

Address P.O. Box 2308, N. Y. 











W O. LINTHICUM, 174 Firra Avenug, N. Y. 

* MERCHANT TAILOR & REPORTER OF FASHIONS. 
From the Army and Navy Journal of Jan. 31, 1874. 

*s busi or fession is not only 





An enthusiasm for one’s pr 
admirable in itself but is the chief element of success, and it is 
shat has given Mr. W. O. Linthicum, of 174 Fifth avenue, New 
York, the distinction among tailors which secured for him the 
petronage of the Duke Alexis, as chief among his class. There 
is nv college of tailors that we know of ; if there were one Mr. 
Linthicum would, we doubt not, be chosen by tion to the 
presidency, or the chief professorship ; for he is not only a 
tailor himself, but is the cause of good tailoring in others, bei: 
the author of original s\stems for a gram | in boo 
form, the editor of “ Linthicum’s Journal of New York Fash- 
ions,” and the publisher of a t variety of patterns for coats, 
punts, and vests, which are furnished cut to measure or other- 
Wise at a moderate price. — with these officers at a dis- 
tance from New York can make sure, wherever they are, of 
Saving their clothes made according to the most approved New 

ork cut. 7 

* Maposition Universelle de 1867 a Paris pokey | International 
decerne une mention honorable a W. O. Lintaicum (New York Etats 
Unis.) Agriculture et Industrie. on IV.-Class 35. Vetements. 
iuh® ler Juillet 1867. Le Conseiller a’ Etat, Commissaire General 
= ta 9 Le Ministre Vice President de la Commission Imperiale. 








Ww. CONARD, (late Chief of Paymaster’s Divisior 
4th Auditor’s Office,) . 
Accountant and Claim Agent. 
NAVAL CLAIMS A SPECIALTY. 
Prize Moncey, Bounty, Pensions, Back Pay, etc. 


All kinds of business promptly attended to for moderate 
eaarges.—P. O, Box 612. my 


Office, 1427 F Street, Washington, D. C. 





[MPORTANT TO PARENTS AND GUARDIANS 


Great Reduction of Terms in the Celebrated 
Academy of the Visitation 
At Mount de Chantral, near Wh 
Board and Tuition in the entire Eng 
Bed and Bedding, Washing and Mending, Ligh 
Futi, Stationery and Doctor's Fees, per annum........ $200 
Piano per 


ED heleaiie v000c ceccccccc cscs ceesces 48 
le terms may be made, where two or more 


rier mapeonaly step theschool. For further particulars, 
sa 
“ig! 


of the Academy. 
U. 8. Army, and indy, Washington, D.C. ; 
‘. , D.C. ; "Major- 
Army, Philadel ; General George, 
Brigac oat ; Palmer, U. 8. army, 
Ym, M. Graham, 0. a Arm yi Mis. Admirsi 
Sturges, U. 8. 
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good | brief outline of the type and condition of each vessel, 


. placed before the world far more conspicuously than 
\ itis in the power of any public journal to do, our real 
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THE U. 8S. NAVY, 1874-5. 


MAGINE an army whose artillery consists of cul- 
verins or leather cannon—whose infantry is 
equipped with match locks or arquebuses in place of 
needle guns or Remingtons: then compare the fight- 
ing power of a body of men so armed, with a modern 
European army equipped, as it is, in every detail, 
with the results of great mechanical skill introduced 
after scientific and thorough scrutiny by great mas- 
ters in the art of war. The two pictures will scarcely 
be more striking in contrast, than a sketch of our 
Navy compared with that of any one of several powers, 
or compared with what our Navy ought to be if the 
money its material has cost had been intelligently ap- 
plied. 
The report of the Secretary of the Navy for 1874, 
contains the usual information respecting the dis- 
tribution of squadrons, and gives a very sanguine 
view of our naval efficiency, based chiefly on the re- 
sults of the naval assemblage in the Bay of Florida; 
but we regret to see that it contains no hintof any 
definite policy of naval construction. The present state 
of naval science requires that we should have some 
policy if we are to expend the naval appropriation 
to any advantage. The conditions brought about by 
steam, armor, and the heavy ordnance of late years, 
and it is safe to add by the torpedo, have made this 
imperative. Doubtless the power of the torpedo, in 
the present state of the art of submarine attack, 
exists largely in the imagination; but the promise 
and potency of this mode of defence are so great that 
there is only required the appreciation ot our present 
defenceless state, on the part of Congress, and com- 
mon sense on the part of the Navy, to make it a 
practical and certain system. One effect of this will 
be to place it in the power of weak nations to defend 
their harbors and coasts from naval attack, and to 
enable any country to keep off a maritime foe by far 
more effective means than maintaining a vast and 
costly armada. 
The Navy Department asks for nineteen millions, 
about one-balf to be devoted to constructive pur- 
poses, the other to the personnel of the service. Tuis 
distinction draws a sharp line: the Department may 
be organized with eight Bureaus, or little Navy De- 
partments, as it now is, or with a greater number, 
their functions must come under one of these divis- 
ions, 7. ¢., the construction and maintenance of naval 
vessels, on the one hand; and on the other the per- 
sonnel.and service afloat. We propose to review the 
former division of the service systematically, giving a 


beginning with the first borne on the Naval Register 
for 1874. If in thus surveying our naval force, as 
will presently be seen, there is nothing to commend, 
we cannot fairly be charged with a want of proper 
national feeling in exposing our weakness, The 
“Grand Naval Drill,” asit is popularly called, which 
took place in the Florida Gulf about one year since, 


naval strength, or to be more exact, our naval weak- 
ness. Agre.ing as we do with the opinion of officers 
ot wide information an‘ discernment, sorrowfully bet 
emphatically expressed, it is within bounds to char- 
acterize this squadron, gathered together as it was 
by great exertion and for a warlike purpose, as a col- 
lection of naval trash, unworthy the Navy and the 
Nation, without a ship in it (with perhaps one ex- 
ception) capable of meeting other than at a disac- 
vantage such vessels as are possessed by the feeblest 
navies in Europe, to say nothing of the iron-clads of 
some of the South American powers. 

One experienced officer present at this review said, 
“When he entered the service as a midshipman, 
wherever he went he found that the American fr.gate 
was a little better than the frigates of any other 


better; and in his travels he found that, vessel for 
vessel to the extent that we possessed war vessels, the 
United States was in advance. Foreigners copied 
our style.” Admiral DanLGREN stated, not long -be- 
fore his death, in an official report: “ The policy of 


U. S. ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL. | to, that however small our naval force in peace, every 


vessel of it shall combine in itself the highest known 
qualities of a ship of war in armament, speed, and 
personnel.” 

Now, owing in a large measure to the confusion 
brought about by our system of naval administration 
established by law, we can no longer point to the 
individual excellence of our vesse's, So far from 
combining the “ highest known qualities” of ships 
of war, they scarcely possess a single feature ot ex- 
cellence, A war vessel has long since ceased to be 
the product of a ship-carpenter’s adze, carrying the 
long rows of cast iron smooth bores, with which we 
once won naval renown. The highest efforts of 
engineering and mechanical skill have been and will 
continue to be brought to bear on every detail which 
enters into the composition of the naval fighting 
machines, as such vessels actually are, that now consti- 
tute the real strength of a navy. 

The Fleet Engineer, speaking of the Florida Gulf 
naval review, said, “It is probable that under 
favorable circumstances two or more of the vessels 
might have been driven up to ten knots; but for the 
great majority six knots was the maximum steam- 
ing capacity against a moderate head wind and over 
a smooth sea.” The fleet was armed with ante 
diluvian cast-iron smooth-bore shell guns; with per- 
haps the exception of three or four 15-inch, these 
would be absolutely harmless, for example, against 


the Spanish iron-clad Arapiles, while her 
projectiles could perforate any  iron-clad, 
except one, in the squadron. As Commodore 


PARKER shows in his able criticism of the review 
which we publish this week, one iron-clad—any 
one selected from a long list we have before us— 
could sink or disperse such a collection of slow, vul- 
nerable and gunless vessels as made up our fleet. It 
may be affirmed that this wolf running among these 
sheep might have a polé poked under his bottom 
with a pot of powder on the end of it; but when it 
is remembered that “our attacking ships” (at the 
great naval drill) were limited to a speed of four 
miles an hour in approaching the supposed antago- 
nist, and that in place of the non-resisting floating 
target, an enemy’s ship in rapid motion would be 
encountered, which, instead of waiting until the as- 
sailant, creeping at the rate of four miles an hour, 
had come near enougu to be able to thrust his pow- 
der bag under the hull, would fire a broadside of 
grape, at short range, against the boom with its 
ropes and tackle—nct to mention the ciew hand- 
ling the complex gear—what would happen‘ 
Among other disastrous effects would not t: ¢ sang 
frowd of the telegraphic operator manipulating the 
“electric key” be so disturbed that the *‘ circuit” 
would not be made at the precise second of time 
n cessary to make this contrivance in any degree 
effective ? 

From June 30, 1869, up to June 30, 1874, there 
had been appropriated by Congress in round num- 
bers $50,000,000, (not includieg $3,200,000 which 
was appropriated for eight sloops of war), which 
has been spent in tinkering the old vessels of the 
Navy—i. ¢. onships, ard thicgs entering into their 
maintenance. This large sum does not include the 
pay or maintenance of officers and men or apy ex- 
penditures connected with either the Bureau of 
Provisions and Clothing, or of Medicine and Surgery, 

or of the Marine Corps, nor for coal nor for any ex- 

penses belonging to the Bureau of Equipment and 
Recruiting, except about $1,000,000, properly charge- 

able to maintenance of vessels, in 1869. During this 
period not a new vessel has been built, except the 

feeble torpedo boats Intrepid and Alarm. This 

money has been spent in ‘‘ repairing” old vessels, not 

one of which, as all competent judges must admit, 

has the qualities essential to a modern vessel of war. 

In several instances, particularly in the case of cer- 

tain iron-clads, iarge amounts have been very un- 

wisely spent; the result will be, (as will be shown 

presently), vessels, which in the chief requisites are 


no better than they were before these expensive 


nation, that the American sloop-of-war was a little | alterations were begun. 


We will now go through the list of our Navy, 


taken from the Naval Register, giving a brief outline 
of each vessel, to confirm all we have said respecting 
the condition of the service concerning its vessels: 


WOODEN STEAM VESSELS. 








jm country always has been, and should be adhered 





ist Rares.—Colorado, Wabash and Minnesota, frigates with 


auxiliary power, built in 1854, can steam under favorable circum- 
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stances about 7 knots ; against a head wind, force say 5, will just 
about hold their own : their steam machinery (Martin boilers in- 

cluded: was behind the age even when it was built some 18 years 

ago. They carry batte ies of 9-inch cast-iron smooth bores, and, 

in a word, are a type of \essel long since obsolete. 

Franklin, same class as abuve, with about a knot more speed, 
completed some two years after the war, long after the type was 
a naval curiosity. aca & 

Niagara, a huge sloop, built in 1854, so deteriorated she cannot 
be rebuilt. Steam machinery condemned and broken up. 

2p Rates.—Nevada— Wampanoag cluss, known as Isherwood 
engine carriers—hull of white oak, not even copper fastened : 
never at sea, but board reported ‘* she exhibits a marked cant or 
twist of hull’’—** she presents even a worse case than the Wam- 
panoag’’—** she is utterly unworthy of repairs and ought to be 
sold immediately’—** nota single guo can be used on her gun 
deck in giving chase to an enemy ahead.”’ We believe she has 
been condemned and will be broken up. 

Connecticut, same as above, ou the stocks at Boston, will pro- 
bably never be completed —frame of white vak. 

Florida—late Wampanoag—has never been to sea, except for 
a deceptive trial trip down the coast ‘* with a fresh breeze abaft 
the beam.” 

The following figures, relating to Wampanoag, will give some 
idea of the nature of these vessels : Totai weight of vessel, 4,339 
tons, made up as follows: engine and boilers, 1,260 tons; coal, 
750 tons (2,010) ; battery and objects of ordnance, 111 tons ; spars 
and rigging, 100 tons; anchors and chains, 60 tons ; boats, 29 
tons; 375 men and siores, 53 tons; bare hull, 1,975 tons; cubic 
feet occupied by engines and Mantin’s patent boilers, 17,437 ! 

Tennessee, same as above, —— engines, the entire steam 
machinery has been taken out, and is being replaced by new; we 
have not space here to treat of the costly alterations made on the 
ship, but will do so on another occasion—snflice it now to say 
that this vessel, by the time the present repairs are done, will 
have cost the treasury some two and one-half million for con 
struction, repairs and alterations. 

California, lilinois, Guerriere, modified Wampanoags, con- 
structed of green timber, rotten, tobe broken up. Antietam, 
Java, New York and Pennsylvania, same as last, kcels laid 1863, 
still on the stockse—(two, we think, with live oak frame.) Dela- 
ware, same, in use as floating hospital, Quarantine, N. Y. All 
this class had IsHERwoop (60 x 36) engines made for them, and 
piled in the Navy-yards—now condemned. 

Susquehanna, old paddle vessel scme 22 years old, is now being 
“repaired” iuto a screw, and is, we belicve, to be fitted with an 
IshERWOOD engine. 

Lancaster, Brooklyn, Pensacola, Hartford, Richmond, all 
built befure the war 1858-60, machinery built by private estab- 
lishments, probably the best vessels in the wooden Navy, but 
they are fast becoming, if not already, obsolete, and are not 
fitted to engage modern vessels of same displacement 

Albany, Congress, Severn and Worcester, modified Wampan- 
oags, built of white oak, rotten and worthless, not worth re- 
pairing, have IsHeRwoop (60x36) engines. 

Powhattan, old paddle vessel, some 22 years old. 

Saranac, vid paddle vessel, some 20 years old. 

Alaska, Benicia, Omaha and Plymouth, built in 1868 of white 
oak, and by this time must be pretty rotten, they are equipped 
with IsHERWOOD engines, and some of them with Manrrin patent 
boilers, etc. They are small vessels, length between perpendicu- 
lars = feet 6-inch, beam extreme 38 feet, depth hold 19 fect, 
7-inch. 

Lackawanna, Ticonderoga, Canandaigua, Monongahela and 
Shenandoah : dimensions, length 236 feet, breadth 38 feet, 4 inch, 
depth 10 feet 3 inch; built in 1862-3. IsHERwoop machinery. 
One or two have live oak frames. A good deal has been done to 
improve them, but they are very poor concerns for vessels of 
war. Their boilers are well above the water line, so that one 
shot striking the side anywhere abreast of the long length, fore 
and aft, occupied by the boilers would scald every body dn 
watch in the steam department, and destroy the motive power. 

3p Rates.—Juniata and Ossipee, small sloops built 1862-3; 
IsHERWOOD machinery; MartTiINn’s patent boilers well above 
water line; can neither sail nor steam as vessels of this size 
(1,900 tons displacement) ought to. They are said to be poor 
sea boats; in a late gale the Ossinee lost ull her poats. 

Quinnebaugh and Swatara, gun boats with white oak frames, 
the machinery of former condemned and put in scrap heap; are 
being repaired with live oak frames and “ increased dimensions.” 
Swatara had IsHERWoop machinery, it has been *“ repaired” 
into ““compound.” As the latter is the first vessel sent to sea 
with *“‘raval compound machinery,” her late voyage to Bahia 
has been looked at with interest. It is reproted that under steam 
in the calm belts “with fires under six boilers, and with an 
average speed of 614 knots, she consumed about 15 tons of coal 
in 24 houre(!) The temperature in the engine and fire rooms 
cannot well be kept below 130 deg.” ‘‘ Her average speed under 
sail any one day was 8}¢ knots. She does not stand up well 
under canvass.” 

Galena, an old broadside iren-clad built in 1861-2; white oak 
frames; armor stripped off and hull “repaired” with live oak 
frames and “increased dimeusions.” 

Vandalia and Marion, old sailing vessels built about 25 years 
ago, being repaired with “ increased dimensions” and fitted with 
& screw and compound engines. 

Iroquois and Wyoming, built before the war, with machinery 
by private builders, but with ** MaRTin’s patent boilers’? above 
the water line, probabiy as good as any medium wooden vessels 
in the Navy, but for the sinall dimensions (only 1,500 tons dis- 
placement) they cau scarcely cupe with modern sloops now used 
for the same general naval purposes. 

Wachusett, Mohican and /uscarora, built in 1861-2, and copied 
from the last. 

Nantasket and Resaca, condemned and to be broken up. 

Narragansett, (1,100 tons displacement) a sloop, not a redeem- 
ing feature, built before the war. 

Ashuelot and Monocacy, two old paddle eteamers built in 1863, 
now in Asiatic station, aud reported to be too unseaworthy to 
be sent home, 

Nipsic, (worthless, but a new one is being “repaired” to take 
her piace), Saco, Nyack and Shawmut, gun boate with 3 guns, 
built during the war; IsHERWoop machinery ; boilers well above 
water line. 

Yantic, same, with engine by private builder. 

ansas, same, fitted with machinery captured in blockade 
runner; when new was fast under steam. 

Michigan, iron-paidie vessel on Lake Erie, about 25 years old. 

4tu Kates.—Frolic aud Geltysburg, irou-paddle vessels, cap- 
tured blockade runners. 

Tallapoosa, iron-paddle vessel, department yacht. 

Wasp, small paddle vessel with t gun. 

Palos and Despatch, screw tugs. 





We next come to an assortment of wooden sailing 
vessels. These consist of two old line-of-battle ships 
on the stocks; three vessels in use at the Naval Aca- 
demy, five store ships; three ships in commission for 
various purposes ; seven receiving ships at the Navy- 
yards; and seven laid up in ordinary ; one yacht—this, 
we believe, has been disposed of. 

Under the head of iron-clads—a class which con- 
stitutes the real strength of modern navies—we find 
fifty-one vessels entered on the Register. Of this num- 
ber, the Algoma, Ovhoes, Etlah, Hero, Iris, Klamath, 
Koka, Minnetruka, Modoc, Napa, Nausett, Niobe, Ot- 
8ego, Piscataqua, Shawnee, Suncook, Umpqua, Wassuc, 
Yazoo and Yuma. These are the so called twenty 
“light draughts” on which some twelve or fifteen 
millions were squandered. A Congressional investi- 
gating committtee undertook to find out where the 
responsibility of these constructions belonged, but, 
if we may believe their report, this important point 
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eluded discovery. 
reaus openly declared that they had nothing 
whatever to do with them except in a ministerial 


Both the Constructive Bu- 


way, the distinguished officers who recommended 


certain important features maintained a wise silence, 


and the inventor of the monitor had placed himselt 
on record, in an official communication, as in con- 
demnation of the plan on which they were 
built, before a rivet had been driven in their con- 
struction. They are perfectly wortiless, and as the 
Department has taken steps to dispose of them at 
almost any price, they may be dismissed from the 
register. 

We next come to the Passaic class; these consist 
of the Comanche (at San Francisco), Catsk:ll, Lehigh, 
Montauk, Nahant, Nantucket and Pussaic. These are 
small vessels of about 1,200 tons displacement; they 
were built with great despatch during the early part 
of the war, during which they did most excellent 
service; their side armor is made of five one inch 
plates, and their turrets of eleven plates, each fifteen- 
sixteenths of an inch. Lamiuated armor was resorted 
to ut this time, 1862, because there was not then a 
mill in the country that would take an order for 
roliing plates of greater thickness than one inch. It 
was adequate to resist the artillery then in use, as is 
abundantly shown by their numerous scars. It: is 
needless to say that in twelve years—from 1862 to 
1874—-vast chang s have taken place in both armor 
and guns. Among other important points, it was 
proved many years ago, that there is no comparison 
bet weer the resistance offered by a given thickness 
of armor, composed on one hand by a number of 
plates bolted together, and on the other by one solid 
plate; the solid armor presenting many times 
greater resistance than the laminated. The 7,8, and 
9 inch Woolwich rifle guns, now compose the arma- 
ment of the second rate British iron-clads, and are 
also to be seen in the batteries of many of their new 
and swift non-armored vessels; guns of equal power 
made in France, in Sweden, in Russia, and by Krupp, 
are common in the batteries of every European navy, 
Spanish included. 


The 7 inch gun will easily pass its shell through 
the armor of all but one of our iron-clads, while the 
8 and 9 inch can do the same execution on the strong- 
est of them. But the 7, 8, and 9 inch are now looked 
upon as small affairs; 600 and 700 pounders are now 
afloat within the turrets of European monitors, in 
some cases protected by 14 inch solid plates; more 
monitors like these are in course of construction. It 
is absurd to speak of this ordnance in connection 
with any armor in our Navy- -one 600 pound shell 
exploding within a turret or hull would probably 
decide the issue for the vessel so hit. 

With most of these facts before us, the JouRNAL 
in its issue of Oct. 13, 1866, called the attention of 
the department to this important matter of armor; 
and again, after more evidence of the same sort had 
accumulated, we urged that this matter receive 
consideration, under date of Feb. 24, °72, and Dec. 
27, °73. In the winter of 1873-4, when the depart- 
ment turned over nearly all of the monitors of the 
Passaic class, on the Atlantic seaboard—seven in all 
—to iron ship builders on the Delaware and in New 
York, to have their hulls raised and new decks put 
on them, omitting the vital point of solid 
armor, we again placed the subject before our readers 
at length (March 7, 1874.) 


The next class of iron-clads are those known as 
the harbor and river monitors, the jaz, Canonicus, 
Mahopac, Manhattan, Saugus and Wyandotte. These 
are of some 800 tons greater displacement than the 
Passaic class; like them they were built during the 
war. With regard to armor the strictures applied to 
that class apply with equal force to this, the turrets 
being made of ten one inch pilates, and the side armor 
of five onc inch plates, and ‘‘ armor stringers” 4 inch 
thick let into the backing behind them; these 
stringers are two in number, bars of iron 4 by 6 inches- 
As the backing in this class is little more than one- 
half the thickness of the former, the resistance is but 
a trifle greater. A number of these vessels are 


having the same character of alteration put on them 
as the others, hence the views expressed respecting 
them include these also. 

It is, however, evident, that if the cost of solid armor 
of adequate thickness, about $112,000, nece:sary to 





save these two classes from utter worthlessnéss, is 


added to the $180,000—cost of present repairs—and 
to the indefinite, but large amount that will be ex- 
pended, under the head of “ extras” and “ repairs to 
steam machinery,” a sum total will be reached, 
which would go very far towards building an 
entirely new iron-clad, comprising all the improve- 
ments demanced by the last ten years of progress, 
and which are essentirl to enable us to meet the 
armored vessels now in European navies, should they 
make a hostile visit to our harbors or coasts. That 
a class of defensive vessels suited for this purpose is. 
a matter of the very first importance no military 
man will deny. Yet no intelligent effort or proposi-- 
tion has been made in this direction. 

The next class of iron-clads consists of the double: 
turretted monitors, Miantonomah, Amphitrite form- 
erly Tonawanda), Monadnock (at Mare Island, Cal.), 
and the Zerror (formerly Agamenticus, These 
were built during the war; their hulls are of wood 
—green white oak—and are now thoroughly rotten ; 
their displacement is about 3,000 tons. The turrets 
are made of ten one-inch plates, the side armor is 
likewise composed of one-inch plate, hence what has 
been said of the worthlessness of this so't of protec- 
tion is also applicable to this clas, It is under- 
stood that three of these vessels on the Atlantic 
seaboard, are undergoing repairs of a very novel 
character, viz: the wooden hulls are being “ re- 
paired” by replacing them with hulls built of iron. 
As their armor on hull and turrets is worthless, as 
their steam machinery (in two of them of the well- 
known Isherwood type), is pretty well used up, as 
their wooden hulls are rotten, and as their turret 
arrangement cannot be wisely applied to an iron 
hull without reconstruction, the senselessness of 
wasting appropriations in this way needs no further 
demonstration. 

It is represented that the Monadnock, whose white 
oak hull is now rotten in California, is being re- 
paired by having a new vessel built of iron at New 
York, to be there put together, the parts marked 
and then shipped to San Francisco, where they will 
be putjtogether, and thus carry out such “ repairs,” 
as we think were little imagined by Congress when 
the appropriation bill passed that body. 

If, these * repairs” to this class do not carry with 
them “increased dimensions,” even should the after- ' 
thought of solid armor be acted upon, they cannot 
be made adequate to the requirements of the times. 
The makeshift that it has been affirmed is to 
be adopted, is a foolish waste of money. 
It .is to consist in straightening and ap- 
plying to “raised” sides of these monitors, the 
narrow, curved and brittle solid hammered five-inch 
iron slabs made for the central part of the turret 
walls of the Colossus class, These slabs are utterly 
unfit for armor; all the gans already mentioned 4s 
sufficiently powerful to send their shells through the 
laminated armor, will produce equally damagiog 
effects on this inferior hammered metal, which for 
the purpose of a facing, exposed to shot, is but little 
better than cast iron. 

Again, their displacement is insufficient to carry 
two turrets and permit them as well as the hull to 
have the thickness of armor required to keep out the 
projectiles from guns now afloat. Still further, if the 
“ incrcased dimension” plan is resorted to, the pres:nt 
steam power is inadequate to give even tolerable 
speed. Is this then to be ‘‘repaired” with “ in- 
creased dimensions?” View this matter in any light, 
itis evident the old jack-knife, with the new blades 
and handle, is the old jack-knife still. 


The Kalamazoo class of iron-clads, the next in or- 
der, consists of the Colossus (formerly Kalamazoo), 
Massachusetts (formerly Passaconoway), Oregon (for- 
merly Quinsigamond), and Nebraska (formerly Shaka- 
maxon. ' 

These vessels were begun during the war, their 
hulls are of white oak, and may now be regarded as 
wortble-s. Speaking of them, the Chief of Bureau of 
Construction (see appendix to Secretary’s Report, 
1871,) says: “Four of the largest class, built in the 
Navy-yards of white oak, are now on the stocks, two 
of which are too much decayed to be completed, and 
should be broken up. One, the Colossus, I respect- 
fully recommend be completed and launched as a 
type of the class.” Let us see what this type is: It 
has been decreed that this vessel is to be finished asa 
broadside iron-clad, throwing away the costly turret 





arrangements that have been made for her, and 10 
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guns have accordingly been cast for her new battery. 

Whoever is responsible for this recommendation, 
we are bound to say, made it either without due 1e- 
flection or in ignorance of the existing relations be- 
tween guns and armor. It would prod ice a vessel 
years behind the times, unable to cope with modern 
iron-clads; the hull of white oak, which would rot 
in a few months, with displacement (even with one- 
quarter of the steam power left out, as is the case), 
insufficient to carry armor thick enough to give pro- 
tection against artillery long since afloat, and with a 
maximum speed, under favorable circumstances, of 
not over 10 knots! Such is the character of a vessel 
the Department is seriously recommended to 
construct. 

The Chickasaw, Kewaydin and Winnebago are the 
remains of the Mississippi flotilla of iron-clads, built 
during the war. They have had their day, and now 
add nothing to the strength of the Navy. 

The Dictator, built during the war, has a strong 
iron hull, probably in nearly as good condition as 
when built, but the hull is armored with laminated 
plates, and bars let in the backing behind them; the 
turret is also made up of laminated plates and bars 
—no better armor could then be had. Armor this 
vessel with solid armor, and equip the turret with the 
best guns attainable, and though built so long ago, 
she would be one the most formidable iron-clads in 
existence. There are not three iron-clads now built 
that could engage her with impunity if she was put 
in the condition she ought to be put in at once. If 
a small part of the money that has been wasted in 
tinkering at worn out vessels had been applied in this 
way, no one can deny that it would have been a wise 
expenditure. 

The Puritan has aniron hull similar to, but 25 feet 
longer than the Dictator’s—it was pronounced by Ad- 
miral GoLpsBoRovUGH’s board to be of “masterly work- 
manship.” Tois vessel, completed with solid armor, 
(as already mentioned regarding the Dictator,) would 
be a strictly first-class iron-clad. She is now at 

League Island, never having been completed; the 
money that ought to have been spent in giving 
the country an iron-clad capable of meeting the 
enemy has been frittered away. 

The Roanoake is one of the frigates of 1854, cut 
down during the war, and fitted with three turrets, 
made of eleven plates fifteen-sixteenths of an inch in 
thickness—as before pointed out, a mere pasteboard 
protection ; her sides are high, and are armed with 
four and one-half-inch hammered plates, fastened 
with through bolts directly on the old bull; alto- 
gether she is of but little account. She is now in 
commission in New York Harbor. 


The last vessels on the register are twenty-five 
steam tugs, mostly purchased or built during the 
war, averaging about 250 tons, and mounting in all 
eleven brass boat guns, and scarcely worth mention- 
ing as part of the naval force. 


We have thus pictured the condition and charac- 
ter of our vessels, and must be allowed to say, 
without imputing blame to any one, it exhibits our 
Navy ata very low ebb. The Navy is absolutely but 
little if in any better condition to-day, respecting 
its material, than it was six years ago, or there- 
abouts, and relatively with the progress of naval 
science it is in a much worse condition than it was 
then. Millions have been tinkered away without 
system and without intelligent appreciation of the 
real needs of the service. Our vessels have long 
since ceased to be “individually excellent ;” on the 
contrary, they are now individually very imperfect. 
The wooden vessels are slow and teebly armed; vast 
sums have been and are still being spent on the 
iron-clads, and yet in the very points where they are 
the most deficient nothing has been done; the result is, 
that after all this money has been spent, they are not 
only nearly worthless for war purposes, but they are 
but little better than before this unsystematic patch- 
work was begun. 

We do not mean to charge any individual with 
the responsibility of this and other blunders equally 
gross. The nature of our system of naval adminis§ 
tration is such that responsibility for faulty construc- 
tion or stupid blunders is never fixed. If a vessel is 
slow, deficient in stability or other essential quali- 
ties; las a greater draft of water than promised, is 
deficient in battery; it millionsare expended in mak- 
ing alterations and repairs not needed, and neglecting 
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those imperatively demanded ; then if the disgrace- 
ful results of our “system” are, with the simplicity 
of a child paraded before the world by a “ grand 
naval drill,” it may well be asked, who or what is 


to blame? Instead of an answer, a familiar phrase is} 


heard : 


“ Thou canse’t not say I did it; never shake 
Thy gory locks at me.” 


This article is a long one, but we have merely 
crossed the threshold of a subject which is so im- 
portant to the Navy and the country that,we intend 
to continue its discussion, going sill turther into 
details. 








ARMY AND NAVY BILLS IN CONGRESS. 


By Mr. Nesmith (H. R. 3875): That the sum of 
$10,000 be, and is hereby, appropriated, out of any 
money of the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
for the manufacture, at the Springfield armory, of 
the Roberts breech-loading musket and carbine; and 
that the muskets and carbines so manufactured shall 
be placed in the hands of troops in the field, under 
the direction of the Secretary of War. Sec. 2. That 
after trial of said arms in the hands of troops for 
two years, the Secretary of War shall report to Con- 
gress the result of such trial, and the opinion of the 
officers of the Army who have had them in charge, 
on their merit as a service-arm both for cavalry and 
infantry. 

By Mr. Niblack (H. R. 3892): That from and 
after June 30, 1875, the artificial limbs and appli- 
ances granted under authority of law to persons 
disabled in the military or naval service of the 
United States shall be furnished only in kind, and 
through the Medical Department of the Army. Sec. 
2. That the prices to be paid shall be the lowest 
market-prices of the several kinds of limbs, and ap- 
pliances required, and shallin no case exceed $100 
for any artificial limb or appliance. Sec. 3. That 
when any natural limb has been wholly disabled, and 
cannot be rendered serviceable by any mechanical 
appliance, the invalid shall be entitled to the same 
increase of pension as if he had suffered amputation 
above the knee or elbow, as provided in the act enti- 
tiled ‘‘ An act to increase pensions in certain cases,” 
approved June 18, 1874. Sec. 4. That necessary 
transportation to have artificial limbs fitted shall be 
farnished as heretofore by the Quartermaster-General 
of the Army, the expense of which shal!’ be refunded 
by the 8 n-General of the Army. 

By Mr. Todd (H. R. 3885) : That the President be, 
and is hereby, authorized to so correct the military 
record of Lieutenant-Colonel Washington L. Elliott, 
of the First Cavalry, as to create and make him 
third in rank on the list of lieutenant-colonels of 


of this act to give said Elliott the rank he would 
have had by virtue of the law for promotion and 
appointment in the Army if such law had beep car- 
ried into effect. 

By Mr. Hurlbut (H. R. 3887): That Colonel and 
Brevet Major-General Benjamin H. Grierson, U.S. A., 
having performed the duties of aid-de-camp to 
prigadier-General B. M. Prentiss, U.S. volunteers, 
from May 8, 1861, until Oct. 24, 1861, when he 
accepted his commission as Major of the Sixth 
Illinois Cavalry, and having continued to serve on 
the staff of Brigadier-General Prentiss, with such 
rank as major, until Dec., 1861, and thereafter with 
said Sixth Illinois Cavalry until January 9, 1862, the 
date of muster-in with his regiment, shall be deemed 
and taken to have the rank of first lieutenant of 
cavalry, to date from May 8, 1861, as if regularly 
commissioned and mustered of that date, and to take 
rank thereafter in the various grades to which he 
was appointed or promoted in the volunteer or 
regular service, in accordance with the dates of the 
rank as set forth in his several commissions received 
from the governor of Illinois or the President of the 
United States; and the record of said officer in the 
Army Register, and as to relative rank, shall be 
amended in accordance with this act. 

By Mr. Eugene Hale, Naval appropriation bill 
(H. R. 3819), the following sums: for pay of com- 
missioned and wairant officers at sea, on sbore, on 
special service, and of those on the retired list and 
unemployed, (and for expenses and transportation of 
officers travelling under orders,) and for pay of the 
petty-officers, seamen, ordinary seamen, la.dsmen, 
and boys, including men of the engineers’ force, and 
for the Coast-Survey service, (8,500 men,) $6,250,000 ; 
contingent expenses of the Navy Department, $100,- 
000 ; the civil establishment at the various navy- 
yards and stations, $158,000. 

Bureau of Nav:gation.— Foreign and local pilotage 
and towage of ships of war, $50,000; services and 
materials in correcting compasses on board ship, and 
for adjusting and testing compasees on shore, $3,000 ; 
nautical and astronomical instruments, etc., and 
repairs of same, $10,000 ; books for libraries for ships 
of war, $3,000; navy-signals and apparatus, $6,000 ; 
com pass-fittings, etc., $5,000; logs and other appli- 
ances for measuring the sbip’s way, Jeads and other 
appliances for sounding, $3,000; lanterns and lamps, 
and their appendages, for general use on board ship, 
$5,000 ; materials for flags, and repairs, $5,C00; oil 





for ships of war other than that used for the engineer 
department, and candles, $20,000; stationery for 


cavalry, by virtue of this act; it being the purpose | $15 


commanders and navigators of vessels of war, and for 
use of courts-martial, $2,000; musical instruments 
and music for vessels of war, $1,000; steering-signals 
and indicators, and for speaking-tubes and gongs, for 
signal-communication on board vessels of war, 
$2,500; contingent expenses, $4,000; drawing, en- 
graving, and printing and publishing hydrographic 
information, and for making charts, including those 
of the Pacific coast, $60,000; fuel, lights, and office- 
turniture, etc., $5,000; rent and repair of building, 
$2,800 ; expenses of Naval Observatory, $41,000. 

Bureiu of Ordnance.—Fuel, tools, and materials 
for ordnance mechanical branclies at navy-yards and 
stations, $75,000; labor at all the navy-yards, maga- 
zines, and stations, $250,000; repairs to ordnance- 
buildings, etc., $10,000 ; miscellaneous items, $5,000; 
the torpedo-corps, $94,000. 

Bureau of Equipment and Recruiting.—Equipment 
of vessels, $1,250,000; contingent expenses, $75,000. 

Bureau of Yards and Docks.— General maintenance 
of yards and docks, $760,000; contingent expenses 
that may arise at navy-yards and stations, $40,000; 
the Naval Asylum, Philadelphia, $52,973; which 
sum shall be paid out of the income from the nayal- 
pension fund, 


Bureau of Medicine and Sergery.—Support of the 
medical department for surgeons’ necessaries for 
vessels in commission, navy-yards, naval stations, 
Marine Corps, and Coast Survey, $30,000 ; necessary 
repairs of naval laboratory, etc., $5,000; the civil 
establishment at the several naval hospitals and 
naval laboratory, $35,000; contingent expenses, 
$25,000. 

Bureau of Provisions and Clothing.—Provisions for 
the officers, seamen, and marines, $1,300,000; pur- 
chase of water for ships, $35,000; contingent ex- 
penses, $50,000. 

Total sum recommended $16,976,006. 40. 

Bureau of Construction and Repair.—Preservation of 
vessels on the stocks and in ordinary ; purchase of 
materials and stores of all kinds; labor in navy-yards 
and on foreign stations ; preservation of materials ; 
purchase of tools; wear, tear, and repair of vessels 
afloat, and for general care and protection of the Navy 
in the line of construction and repair ; incidental ex- 
penses, namely, advertising and foreign postages, 
$3,300,000 ; salaries of subagents and watchmen and 
miscellaneous expenses incurred in the protection of 
timber-lands, $5,000. 

Bureau of Steam-Engineering, $1,800,000 ; Naval 
Academy, $174,117.40 ; Marine Corps—Pay of officers, 
non-commissioned officers, musicians, and others, 
$319,760 ; the civil force, $10,000; pay of 1,500 pri- 
vates, and no more, $270,000; provisions, $100,000 ; 
clothing, $100,000 ; fuel, $30,856; military sores, 
$9,000 ; transportation of trvops, $5,000 ; repairs, 
$6,000 ; forage for horses belonging to field and staff 
officers, $3,000 ; hire of quarters for offices where 
there are no public quarters, $10,000 ; contingencies, 


By Mr. Starkweatner (H. R. 3823) : Aageepiinting 
the following sums, for the following fortifications an 
other works of defence: For Fort Preble, Portland 
Harbor, Me., $10,000 ; Fort Scammel, Portland Har- 
bor, Me., $20,000; completing batteries on Gerrishe’s 
Island, and at Jerry’s Point, Portsmouth Harbor, 
N. H., $20,000 ; battery at Portland Head, $20,000; 
Fort Warren, Boston Harbor, Mass. , $25,000; battery 
at Long Island Head, Boston Harbor, Mass., $30,000; 
Fort Adams, R I., $15,000; fort on Dutch Island, 
west entrance to Narragansett Bay, R. [., $20,000; 
Fort Trumbull, New London Harbor, Conn., $20,000 ; 
fort on Willet’s Point, East River, N. Y., $25,000; 
Fort Schuyler, East River, N. Y., $25,000; Fort 
Hamilton and additional batteries, New York Harbor, 
$10,000 ; Fort Wadsworth, New York Harbor, $5,000; 
fort on the site of Fort Tompkins, Staten Island, 
$20,000 ; Battery Hudson, New York Harbor, $15,000; 
battery at Finn’s Point, Delaware River, N. J., $25,- 
000 ; fort opposite Fort Delaware, $25,000 ; Fort 
Mifflin, Delaware River, Pa., $25,000 ; Fort McHenry, 
Md., $20,000 ; Fort Monroe, Va., $20,000; Fort 
Moultrie, S. C., $15,000; Fort Pulaski, Ga, $25,000; 
Fort Jefferson, Garden Key, Fia., $15,000 ; Fort Jack- 
son, La., $25,000; Fort Pickens, Fla., $25,000; Fort 
Suint Philip, La., $25,000 ; Fort Morgan, Mobile Bay, 
Ala., $25,000 ; fort at Fort Point, entrance to San 
Francisco Hat bor, Cal., $25,000; fort at Lime Point, 
San Francisco Harbor, Cal , $20,000 ; fort on Alcatraz 
Island, Cal., $25,000 ; . torpedoes for harbor-defences, 
and preservation of the same, $125,000: Provided, 
That the money herein appropriated for torpedoes 
shall only be used in the establishment and mainte- 
nance of torpedoes to be operated from shore-stations 
for the destruction of an enemy’s vessel approaching 
the shore or entering the channel and fairways of har- 
bors ; contingencics of fortifications, $75,000 ; surveys 
and reconnaissances for sea-coast defences, $30,000 ; 
the total amount recommended by this bill is $850,000. 

By Mr. Nesmith (H. R. 3873): That the proper 
accounting-officers of the Treasury of the United 
States be, and are hereby, authorized and directed 
to allow to J. W. Drew, late additional paymaster 
U. 8. A., in the settlement of his accounts for the 
months of November and December, 1868, the sum 
of $20,319.88 for disbursements made on vouchers 
lost in transmission. 


By Mr. Garfield (H. R. 3860): That the proper 
accounting-officers of the Treasury Department be, 
and hereby are, authorized and directed to cred.t 
First Lieutenant Henry Jackson, Seventh Cavalry, 
U. 8. A., property and disbursing officer in the 
Signal-Service, in his account, with the sum of 





$1,271.34; being the amount paid by him, to Matt 
France and George M. Brown, citizens of Colorado 
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Springs, Colorado Territory, on false vouchers, and 
to David H. Sackett, sergeant in the Signal-Service, 
U. 8. A., on false receipts presented by him. 

The Army Appropriation Bill (H. R 3820) intro- 
duced December 7th, by Mr. Wheeler, from the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, appropriates the iollowing 
sums: For expenses of the Commanding-Gen- 
eral’s Office, $5,000. For expenses of _ re- 
cruiting and transportation of recruits, $105,- 
000; and no money appropriated by this 
act shall be paid for recruiting the Army beyond 
the number of twenty-five thousand enlisted men, 
including Indian scouts and hospital stewards. 
Nothing, however, in this act shall be construed to 
diminish the signal service, which shall hereafter be 
maintained as now organized, under the authority of 
the Secretary of War. For contingent expenses of 
the Adjutant-General’s Department at the headquar- 
ters of military divisions and departments, $3,000. 
For the expenses of the signal-service of the Army, 
purchase, equipment. and repair of electric field- 
telegraphs and signal equipments, $12,500. 

For pay of the Army, and for allowances to officers 
of the Army for transportation of themselves and their 
baggage while travelling on duty without troops, 
escorts or supplies, and for compensation of witnesses 
while on court-martial service; for travelling-expenses 
of pay-masters’ clerks; for payment of postsge on let 
ters and packages, and cost of telegrams received and 
sent by officers of the Army on public business, $11,- 
400,000. Provided, That hereafter only actual travel- 
ling-expenses shall be allowed to any person holding 
employment or appointment under the United States, 
except marshals of the United 8tates, and their depu- 
ties, and all allowances for mileages and transporta- 
tion in excess of the amount actually paid, except as 
above excepted, are hereby declared illegal; and no 
credit shall be allowed to any of the disbursing ofti- 
cers of the United States for payment or allowances in 
violation of this provision. 

For subsistence of regular troops, engineers and In- 
dian scouts, $2,412,000, not exceeding $3,000 of which 
may be used for subsisting Indians risiting military 
posts: Provided, That $800,000 of the remaining 
sum thus appropriated may be applied by the Commis- 
sary-General of{Subsistence ‘prior to July, 1, 1875, to the 
purchase of subsistence supplies intended for the posts 
rupplied through the Upper Missouri and for other dis- 
tant posts. 

For regular supplies of the Quartermaster’s Depart- 
ment, $4,250,000; for incidentu! expenses, $1,200,000. 

For purchase of horses for the cavalry and artillery, 
and for the Indian scouts, and for such infantry as may 
be mounted, $300,000; for transportation of the 
Army, $4,000,000. 

_For hire of quarters for officers on military duty; 
hire of quarteis for troops; of store-houses fur the safe 
keeping of military stores, offices, and of grounds for 
camps and summer-cantonments, and for temporary 
frontier-stations; for the cunstruction of temporary 
huts and stables; and for repairing public buildings at 
established posts, $1,400,000; for construction and re- 
pairs of hospitals, $100,000; for purchase and manu- 
facture ot clothing and camp and garrison equipage, 
and for preserving and repacking stock of clothing and 
camp and garrison equipage, and materials on band at 
the Philadelphia, Jeffersonville, and other depots of 
the Quartermaster’s Department, $1,450,000; for main- 
talbing and improving national military cemeteries, 
$150,000; for Army contingencies not provided for by 
other estimates, embracing all branches of the military 
services, $100,000. 

For purchase of medical and hospital supplies, pay 
of private physicians employed in emergencies, hire 0 
hospital-atiendants, expenscs of purveying-depots, of 
med.cal examining boards, and incidental expenses of 
the Medical Department, $200,000; for the Army 
Museum and for medical anu other necessary works 
for the library of the Surgeon-General’s Office, $10,- 
000; for engineer-depot at Willet’s Point, N. ne 
$9,000; for the ordnance service for current and in- 
cidental expenses, $125,000; for manufacture of 
metallic ammunition for small arms, $75,000; for 
overhauling, cleauing and preserving new ordnance- 
stores on hand at the arsenals, $50,000; for repairing 
ordnance and ordnance-stores in the hands of troops 
and for issue at the arsenals and depots, $25,000; for 
saddlers’ tools, etc., for the cavalry-service, $20,000; 
for purcbase and manufacture of ordnance-stores, to 
fill requisitions of troops, and for alteration of cart- 
riages now in use in sea-cuast forts, $100,000; for in- 
faniry, cavaliy and artillery equipments, and for re- 
pairing horse equipments, $100,000; for manufacture 
at national armories of the new model breech loading 
musket and carbine, adopted for the military service 
on recommendation of the board of officers convened 
under act of June 6th, 1872, $100,000; Provided 
That hereafter no money shail be expended at said 
armories in the perf-ction of patentable inventions in 
the manufacture of arms by officers of the Army other- 
Mere “ro for their serviccs by the United 

s. 1¢ total sum recommende y this bil) i 
$27 701,500 ended by this bil) is 





A NavaL General Court-martial convened at the 
Brooklyn Navy-yard, on the 21st instant, for the trial 
of enlisted persons against whom charges have been 
preferred. The following is the detail of the Court: 
Captain J. B. Creighton, Commanders M. Haxton, b. 
P. McCrea, and Wm. Whitehead, Lieutenant Wallace 
Graham, and Second Lieutenant A. H, O’Brien, of 
the Marine Corps as judge-advocate. A similar court 
meets at the Mare Island Navy-yard, on the 28th of 
December, composed of Captain Thos. Pattison, 
Lieutenants R. M. Cutts, W. Gardner and Duncan 
Kennedy, and Passed Assistant Paymaster H, G. 
Colby—the latter as judge-advocate, 
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The Editor invites for thisdepartment of the JounNat all facis 
of interest to the Navy, especially such asrelate to the movement 
of officers or vessels. 





VARIOUS NAVAL ITEMS. 


Tuer orders for the Powhatan have been so far modi- 
fied that she will take her departure from Norfolk 
early in January for Lisbon, instead of going to New 
York, 

Tue Philor, steam tender to the Naval Academy, 
being much in need of repairs, will shortly be sent io 
Baltimore for that purpose, She has been running 
over ten years without a thorough overhauling. 

THE Portsmouth, now at San Francisco, is soon to 
proceed on acruise along the coast of Mexico and 
Central America. On her return she will examine 
into certain reported dangers in the Pacific. 

THE Canandaigua, now at New Orleans, will be sent 
to Aspinwall for the purpose of affording facilities to 
the surveying party under Lieutenant Collins, who 
are to make further explorations of the Darien Canal 
route. 


LIEUTENANTS FREDERICK Couuins, J. T. Sullivan, 
and J. G. Eaton, and Assistant Surgeon J. F. Bransford 
will leave New York in the Pacific Mail Steamer of the 
2d January next for Aspinwall, for duty connected 
with the Survey of the Isthmus of Darien. 


A soarp of officers of the Medical Corps of the 
Navy, composed of Medical Directors Joseph Wilson 
and H. O. Mayo, and Surgeon J. R. fryon, assembled 
at the Pensacola Navy-yard, on the 22d instant, to in- 
vestigate the circumstances connected with the recent 
visitation of yellow fever at the yard. In addition to 
determining, if possible, the origin of the disease the 
board will recommend measures for guarding against 
it in future and promoting the health of the station 


In pursuance of a Resolution »f the House of Re- 
presentatives passed on the 13th of April, 1874, the 
Secretary of the Navy has appointed a board of 
officers to inquire into the expediency of estublishing a 
coaling station at the harbor of St. Mary’s river, 
Maryland. The board is composed of Commodores 
R. H. Wyman and J. M. B. Clitz, and Engineer-in- 
Chief W. W. Wood, and their report when made is 
to be submitted to the House at its present session. 
The facilities that will be afforded by the Washing- 
ton and Point Lookout Railroad, it is claimed will 
make it quite advantageous to establish a coaling 
station for the Navy at St. Mary’s. 

DespaTcHes have been received by the Navy De- 
partment from the Monongahela, dated at Cape Town, 
October 30th. She arrived there the day previous, 
29 days from Rio de Janeiro. The route taken was 
south of the parallel of 40 deg. The voyage west of 
the meridian of Greenwich was characterized by strong 
winds and heavy seas, with almost weekly recurring 
‘* circular storms,” of comparatively smail diameter, 
but blowing at times with great violence, and causing 
a heavy cross sea, making it necessary to heave the 
ship to occasionally until the sea had subsided. After 
passing that meridian and hauling up northerly for 
port, the weather changed, and calm and light airs pre- 
‘vailed during the remainder of the passage. ‘The 
Monongahela required some caulking on the decks, 
and expected to get to seaagain by the 15th of Novem- 
ber, in ample time to carry out her instructions 
National salutes were exchanged at Cape ‘Town, and 
the ship was visited by Mr. Edgecomb, the United 
States Consul. The oflicersand the crew were in good 
health. No information had at that time been received 
of the failure of the Swatara to land her party at 
Crozet, and so the Merwin expected to sail for that 
point, reaching there ubout the first of December, 
thence to Kerguelen land and return to Cape Town. 

Tur San Francisco Bulletin of November 28d, says: 
The United States steamship Narragansett, which 
passed out of the Goiden Gate on Thursday afternoon 
on an experimental cruise in deep-sea soundings, re- 
turned on Saturday. At9A. M., Friday, November 
20th, all preparations having been made, the Narra- 
gansett was brought head to sea, at a point 76 miles 
nearly due West of the Farallon light house, wind 
light from N. N. E. and a moderate swell from N. W. 
The ship was kept in this position by use of the 
engine and head sails, so at no time during the experi- 
ment was the line deflected more than ten degrees 
from the perpendicular. The heavy shot weighing 58 
lbs. specimen cup, and Casella thermometer were at- 
tached to 25 fathoms of ‘‘ Albecore” line, which is 
used to prevent fouling, and lowered steadly into the 
water until the strain came upon the wire, when they 
were let go on their scientific errand to the bottom 
of the ocean, which was reached at the depth of 2,129 
fathoms in 26 minutes and 41 seconds. The drum 
containing the wire was then connected with a large 
balance-wheel by means of an endless band, and this 
great length of line was recovered in 83 minutes and 24 
seconds. Temperature of the bottom registered by 
the Casella maximum and minimum thermometer 
was 84 degrees, which agrees with the results of pre- 
vious experiments. The specimen-cup brought up a 
quantity of green ooze, which on being submitted to 
microscopical examination, was found to be composed 
of diatomacea and their debris. The result of the ex- 
periment was perfectly satisfactory, 2ut at 1 P. M. an- 
other cast was taken, at a pointtwelve miles nearer the 
South Farallon Jight-house, in 1,993 fathoms, when 
everything again worked to perfection. The Narra- 
gansett has been on special service surveying the coast 
of Lower California, and of Mexico, as far South as 
Cape Corrientes, since June, 1878, and has done an 
amount of work which can only be appreciated by 





navigators of that hitherto almost OWR coast, 
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The survey of the coast and adjacent islands has 
been « cm, yo and the ship has been at Mare 
for several months undergone extensive repsirs. She 
is now in good order will svon return to her old 
working ground to run lines off and on sbore, to deter- 
mine the continental outline, thus furnishing informa- 
tion long required by scientific men, and giving the 
navigator the means of determining bis approximate 
sition in thick, foggy weather. The following is a 
fist.of the officers of the Narragansett: Commander 
George Dewey, commanding; Lieutenant George C. 
Reiter, Executive-Officer; utenant Charles Sey- 
mour, Navigator; Masters, U. R. Harris, W. P. Con- 
way and Frank Winslow; Midshipmen Charles J. 
Badger and Alfred Reynolds; Past Assistant Engineer, 
James Butterworth; Assistant Paymaster, W. U. Mc- 
Gowan; Assistant Surgeon, Thomas H. Streets; As- 
sistant Engineer, W. H. Nauman; Boatswain, Thomas 
Savage; Carpenter, Philip 8. Craig; Capsete's Clerk, 
Samuel Sprigg; Paymaster’s Clerk, D. Moreau; 
Draughtsmen, W. F. Beurdslee and H, M. Bayer; As- 
tronomer, Lieutenant Joseph E, Craig. 








' LIEUTENANT W. B. CUSHING, U. 8. N. 


LIEUTENANT-COMMANDER WiL1JAM B. CusHING, 
U. 8. N., died on the 17th, at the Government Insane 
Hospital, near Washington. He had for some time 
previously to the loss of his mind suffered from sciatica 
ina very severe and painful form, and derangement was 
traced to that as the immediate cause. For weeks be- 
fore his removal to the hospital, he gave evidence of 
the loss of the balance of his faculties, and soon after 
reaching the institution, appetite and strength en 
together, he gradually sank ivto the arms of death. It 
is the sad me tragic ending of one of the most brilliant 
careers ever run in either service. We can best de- 
scribe bis naval exploits in the language of a recent 
article in Harper’s Magazine (July, 1874). Regarding 
his first services during the war, this article says: 

Midshipman Cushing sailed from Boston in the 
frigate Minnesota, and reached Hampton Roads in May, 
1861—a lad then scarcely 17 years old, but fully deter- 
mined upon playing a great part in the great events to 
come. ‘The Cumberland, the Quaker City, and the 
the Monticello, men-of-war, all lay ia the roads, and 
the latter of thtm, which has the honor of having been 
the first ship under fire in the Rebellion, young Cush- 
ing subsequently commanded. The ficet had not been 
at anchor a single day when five schooners, loaded 
with tobacco, were captured ; and that night the 
young midshipman took into port the Delaware Far- 
mer, the first prize of the war. 

His gallantry during the operations against Fort 
Fisber is thus Rescribed : 

Directly upon his promotion the young hero took 
command of the flagsbip Malvern, bearing the broad 
pennant of the rear-admiral, and ia D. cember was part 
of the force operating against Fort Fisher. Here Com- 
mander Cushing performed what, with the exception 
of the Albemarle affair, was in reality the most.danger- 
ous exploit in all his'term of service, and one requi 
a more steady courage, being ncthing less than the 
buoying of a channel in an open ekiff—a skiff rivaling 
the famous little boat of the battle of Lake Erie—in the 
midst of a shower of round shot, shell, and shrapnel, 
the work continuing for six hours, the skiff frequently 
half filled with water by the plunging shot, and its 
companion being sunk. 

During the brief cessation of more active operations 
against the Wilmingion forts, Commander Cushing 
oftered battle to the Chickamauga, a rebel privateer car- 
rying an extra crew ; but, the challenge ng declined, 
he drove a large blockade-runner ashore under her nose 
and returned to the fleet, which on the 12:h of Jan 
resumed the attack upon the forts, the ships being 
in number, comprising iron-clads, frigates, sl - 
war, and gunbvats. An assault being ordered after a 
three days’ bombardment, Commander Cushing, with 
other ofticers, accompanied the force of sailors und ma- 
rines about to storm the sea-front of Fort Fisher. 
Marching to within a few hundred yards of the em- 
brasures, the entire body threw themselves down under 
the slupe of tbe beach, waiting for the signal of at- 
tack, the whole fire of the Navy passing witn a deafen- 
ing noise just over their heads. Springing to their 
feet at the word of command, they moved forward 
stez fily over the soft white sand, which the suushine 
made dazzling, and the relicf of which rendered every 
ofticer in his uniform of blue und gold lace—and, in- 
deed, every man—a conspicuous target, the rebels 
meanwhile pouring forth an unceasing fire that cut 
down their foes in windrows. Finding himeelf alone 
at last, just after reuching the palisades, Co: 

Cushing turned to raily his men, and was ed to 
cross a hundred yards of the bare sand with the bullets 
pattering about him in such wise that i¢ seems as if be 
must have borne a charmed life. Most’of the ranking 
ofticers were cither dead or badly wounded by that 
time, or else remaining under sheiter of the palletes 
till nightfall~+more fortunate than their cumrades, 
who, aropping on the beach, were swept out to sea by 
the rising urd falling tide—he therefore assumed 
command himself, and gathering some hundreds of 
men with great effort, he was proceeding to the 
assault when requested to relieve with them a regiment 
which went to the assistance of the army on the other 
side, which was operating to such effect under the gal- 
lant General Ames that before midnight the works Fad 
surrendered. 

‘the Albemarle, as it has been mentioned, was an 
iron-clad of tremendous strength, which had already 
defeated the whole Federal fleet, sunk the Southfield, 
exploded the boiler of the Sassacus, en nine foes 
at once without danger to herself, f the surrender 
of a brigade, and the abandonment of the whole region 
of the Kounoke by the Federal forces. The Govern- 





ment having no iron clads capable of crossing Hatteras 
bar and encountering her, all its operations.in that sec: 
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tion were rendered useless by the Alde- 
marle’s presence there, and the expense of the squadron 
necessary to keep watch upon her movements was 
something enormous. In emergency Lieutenant 
Cushing submitted two plans to A Lee for the 
ram’s destruction. The admiral approved of one of 
them, and sent its projector to Washington to lay it be- 
fore the Secretary of the Navy, and the latter, though 
at first a little doubtful of its merits, finally authorized 
him to procure the means to it into execution ; 
and he immediately purchased in New York two open 
launches, each about 30 feet long, fitted with a small 
_ engine and propelled by a screw, carrying a howitzer, 
and provided with a long boom swung bya hinge, 
which could be raised or lowered at will, and which 
had a torpedo in the ve at its further extremity. 
These boats were en down through the canals to 
the Chesapeake, one of them being lost on the way, 
and the other reaching the sounds at last through cuts 
and creeks and an infinitude of toils, hindranves, and 
ruses. Joining the fleet, which lay at the mouth of 
the river, the lieutenant discl his object to his 
men, assuring them that they not only must not expect, 
but they must not hope to return, for death was almost 
inevitable, and then called for volunteers. They all 
stood by him, and six others presently joined them— 
Assistant Paymaster Frank Swan aud Mr. Howorth, 
who had often accompanied him on his most reckless 
adventures, being of the number. The Albemarie lay 
moored at the Plymouth wharf, eight miles up the 
river, both banks of which were lined with batteries 
and beld by several thousand soldiers, while, at some 
distance op that portion of the wreck of the Southfield 
which still lay above water was occupied by a picket- 
uard, whose duty it was to throw up rockets on the 
first arm, for, uoknown to the attacking party, rumor 
of the intended endeavor had in some mysterious way 
already reached the Plymouth authorities, and every 
provision had been made for their reception. How- 
ever, on the night of the 27th of October the little 
launch entered the Roanoke River, her engine at low 
pressure, to make the least noise possible, left behind 
all obstructions, passed within thirty feet of the unsus- 
picious picket on the Southfield, and approached the 
wharf where the ram lay, a vast black mass in the dark- 
ness. Greatly emboldened by this success, the lieu- 
tenant for a moment resolved to change his plan, and, 
knowing the town perfectly, to put in shore and trust 
; to the effect of a night surprise, with which he was so 
well acquainted, overpower those on board, get her into 
ihe stream before the forts could be aro’ and fight 
the batteries with her on her way down. But just as 
he was about to carry his sudden plan into execution, a 
cry from the ram pang out sharply on the night, re- 
pa on every side, followed by the instantaneous 
ming of the great guns from ship and shore ; and 
returning no answer, the Lieutenant put on all steam 
and efor her. At the same moment an immense 
bonfire of pine knots and turpentine blazed up on the 
bank, most fortunately for him, since it revealed di- 
rectly the untoward fact that a boom of logs extended 
around the ram in all directions to guard her from tor- 
pedoes, which for one second seemed an insurmounta- 
ble obstacle. Only for one second, though. With the 
next the lieutenant had given orders to sheer off across 
the stream, so as to get room for acquiring headway 
and carrying his launch by the force of its own im- 
petus straight across the boom, though it never could 
get out again, he knew. As they turned, a volley of 
buckshot tore away the whole back of his coat and the 
sole of his shoe, and the man by his side fell lifeless. 
Before the voliey could be re the launch had 
struck the boom, was over, and was forging up under 
the Albemarle’s quarter, directly beneath the mouth of 
arifle-gun, and so close that the merest whisper on 
board the ram, where they were endeavoring to bring 
the gun to bear, could be distinctly heard. 

That must have been a terrifically exciting moment 
to those on that little launch, with the vast mountain 
of iron towering above them, the fire-lit mass of foes 
upon the shore, and triumph and eternity in the next 
moment. Lieu enant Cusiing stood at the bows of the 
lauuch, with several lines before him; one of these lines 
was attached to the howitzer, one to the ankle of the 
engineer, one to the officer who was to lower the boom 
carrying the torpedo, one was that by means of which 
the torpedo was to be slid under the ram, another was 
the exploding-line, which should pull away a pin and 
let a grape-shot drop on the percussion-cup beneath. 
The howitzer had already been . The line 
attached to the engineer was pulled ; the engine stop- 
ped. The boom was lowered, the torpedo siid slowly 
off and under, the air-chamber at top bringing it up in 

. position beneath the ram. The last line was 

the grape-shot fell, just as the rifle-gun went off—and 
the rebel ram and the launch blew up together, and 
columns of water shot up and fell again, ueavy with 
dead and dying. But just as Lieutenant Cushing pull- 
ed the exploding line he cried out to his men to save 
themselves, and throwing oft arms and heavy garments, 
had struck out iato the water. . 

Amid a scene of great tumult Licutenant Cushing suc- 
ceeded in reaching the shore, whence, travelling through 
the swamps, he came to a creek, where he seized a 
Confederate boat, and by 11 o’clock the next night had 
made his way out to the steamer Valley City. The gal- 
lant officer received for this daring feat a vote of thanks 


_ from Congress, and a complimentary letter from the | the sake 


Secretary of the Navy. 





Tae semi-official Carlsruhe Gazette learns that a 
lively co is in. between Conti- 
Cabinets relative to t ussian proposal for 


North 
to state that the major.ty of governments represented 
at Brussels have chown 's hearty disposition to sup- 
- port the Czar in the realisation of his humane idea. 
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ArsenaL Daimis Nexr Weex.—Monday, 28th, Eighth 
regiment , Tuesday, 29th, Sixty-ninth regiment. 

JANUARY.—Friday, 8th, Seventy-first regiment , Monday, 
11th, Sixty-ninth regiment ; Werlnesday, 3th, Eighth regi- 
ment; Thursday, 14th, ame fo First division ; Monday, 
18th, Seventy-first regiment; Wednesday, 20th, Seventy- 
ninth regiment; Thursday, dist, Eighth regiment ; Mon- 
day, 25th, {<= regiment ; y, 26th, Fifty-fifth 
r nt ; Wednesday, 27th, Twelfth regiment; Thursday, 
28th, Eighth regiment. 


GENERAL SHALER.—The Chicago “Times” of December 


16 says of this officer: ‘General Shaler is proving himself 
a very industrious and mene ‘suggestor.’ He has al- 
ready laid before the Board of Police ee voluminous re- 


ports on the reorganization of the Fire Department, and 
given the commissioners moze matter for thought than they 
will be able to digest in many months.” 

The Fire Department of the city of Chicago has proved 
perfectly tractable to him, and adopted all his suggestions 
so far, having officially resolved ‘that the plan of reorganiza- 
tion for the Chicago Fire Department, submitted by Gen- 
eral Alexander Shaler, consulting engineer to the board, 
meets with our cordial endorsement, that in accordance 
therewith the fire marshal be authorized and instructed to 
ss this order, and carry out such details embodied 
n the recommendations of the consulting engineer to the 
board as are practicable under existing | and ordinan- 
ces, and that the consulting engineer to the board be re- 
quested to confer and advise with the fire marshal for that 

urpose.” We give this comforting information for the 

nefit of those to whom General Shaler is now “though 
lost to sight to memory dear.” The geneaal has returned 
to New York for the h ys, however. 


Army Rirce Practice.—From Captain McGowan, com- 
manding Company D, Twelfth U. 8. Infantry, we receive 
the following record of target practice of his company, firing 
temrounds per man, at 100 yards, during December 7, 1874. 
It appears that his tirst team of fourteen men made 9 bull’s- 
eyes, 64 centers, 58 outers, 9 misses, 344 tota!. 

The second team of thirteen men made 8 bull’s-eyes, 41 
centers, 70 outers, 11 misses, 295 total. 

The third team of thirteen men made 6 bull’s-eyes, 32 
centers, 56 outers, 36 misses, 232 total. 

The whole company made 23 bull’s-eyes, 137 centres, 184 
outers, 56 misses, 871 total. 

Norr.—‘*‘ Borders” counted as misses at Creedmoor, take 
off 24 misses in reality, but are not allowed here. The best 
shot’s name is Arnold. 

The same officer also sends us the following communica- 
tion which we print with pride and pleasure. We trust 
that we may have many such officers as Captain McGowan 
in eur Army. ‘Vere there one such in each com- 
pany our Regulars would not long suffer reproach. 

Captain McGowan writes: “In your edition of Novem- 
ber 28 in an editorial you make the following statements: 
‘And the dregs of the population iu each country are too 
often — the men who enlistin the Regular Army.’ 
Again: ‘ All foreigu observers and civilians at home unite 
in describing the rank and file of our own and the English 
armies as generally the very scum of society.’ Again: ‘It 
may well be asked if it is not time to alter our system of re- 
cruiting, instead of abusing the men for being a 
bad lot.’” On this the captain remarks, ‘That the very 
dregs and scum of society too often are enlisted, there is no 
use in denying : but, like water, they soon find their level 
in a military prison or by desertion. Such menwe do not 
call soldiers but bummers. Your article is apt to give a 
wrong impression to the rank and fils of the Army, as hold- 
ing oR too prominentiy the bad element, and only inci- 
dentally hinting that there are some good men in the Army. 
Ihave a company of forty men, and not one bad one among 
them. Since January 1 but two men have been sent to the 
guard-house, and then only for a simple drunk, not noisy 
or quarrelsome. They are ail obedient and willing. I am 
proud of my company. There are none of the dregs and 
scum of soviety in it, all such characters having deserted, 
and if any of them are ever apprehended I hope they will 
never be returned to it. Your article was a heavy leader 
on the bad element. Can you not give the good men of the 
Regular Army an article im your columns as promi- 
nent as they deserve? If = cannot do it for the 
Army, just leave Company D, 'I'welfth U. S. Infantry, out 
of the ‘dregs and scum of society,’ as they will compare 
favorably iu intelugence and behavior with any class of so- 
ciety, even though they are enlisted men. Ours is an 
honorable profession. The Independent Order of Good 
Templers in this town, near Camp Independence, Califor- 
nia, could not get along without us. Fifty per cent. ot my 
company are members in good standing.” 

Ep.—We intended to refer more fully to this letter in time. 
For the present let us say that it gratities us very much to be 
able to p it here before the eyes of the National Guard, 
who are as apt to undervalue the Regulars, morally and so- 
cially, as the latter are with almost equal certainty to under- 
value the militia professionally. 


Company H, Sevents Inrantry.—This command assem- 
bled at the arsenalon Friday evening, the 18th inst., for 
drill, with a front of twenty-four files. The movements 
consis for the most part in marching in fours; right 
and left front into line, in common aud double time; 
right and left oblique ; forming ot single rank and reforming 
again to double ; i 
etc. The marching was done for the greater part of the 
time with that exactitude for which the Seventh is famous. 
The wheelings and forming of liues were also well done in 
the main, ou.y one very noticeable error taking place, and 
that by a misapprehension of the order. The poorest move- 
ment was breaking by file from column of fours. This a 
more difficult movement for exactitude than one would 
imagine. The evolutions which were least perfectly done 
were all of the more difficult kind, such as the backward 
march in line in single rank. Towards the end of the drill 
a few moments were spent in drilling in the manual. This 
drill may be called a very profitable one, and Captain Casey 
seems to be a thorough instructor. Our reporter, was some- 
the captain pronounce the word “oblique” as “oblyke;” while 
what surprised, however, at the drill in question on hearing 
one of the lieutenants was equally inevitable with ** obleck.” 
Wouid it not be well to have some mutual concession for 
of uniformity, and have this word pronounced the 
same way on drill by all the officers, even though there be 
a difference of opinion amonz these _———- as to its 
proper souud? We should feel in to expect this, at all 
events in the eats See, where uniformity and pre- 
cision is 3? highly 

EiscutTs Inranrry.—This command held a battalion drill 
at the arsenal on Wednesday evening, the 16th inst. The 
line was formed as for dress parade, at 8:20, with ten com- 

of eight files front. In the course of the ceremony 
eaptale Of the ee, Tne The ari rest 
command, “‘In place rest.” The i i 
ment of columns of fours, companies, divisions, in 





g by company and platoon front, | P. 
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;. ma in line; close column by division ; and 
double column. The company commander on the left gave 
the wrong commands, both as company and division com- 
mander, two or three times, being corrected by Colonel 
Scott; the most noticeable being that in forming line from 
column of companies, he ordered “‘ side step to the right” 
in place of “‘right dress.” The forming of close column by 
division was less correctly and steadily executed than the 
others ;.but the marching in line was good, and wheelin 
into line was made in a number of cases with precision, an 
little or no loss of distance. The drill was performed in 
fatigue uniform and was private, there being hardly any 
8,ectators. 

American RirtE Assocration.—This body will hold it’s 
second prize meeting at the Mount Vernon range on Christ- 
mas Day, with three matches at least, and five probably. 
All members of National Guard of any State are invited by 
the Association to participate in the Military Match, which 
is open only to National Guardsmen in uniform, with bona 
fide military rifle. Shooting commences at104.m. Trains 
run to Mount Vernon and West Mount Vernon respectively, 
on the New Haven or Harlem roads, every half hour, and 
excursion tickets will cost sixty-five cents. A stage for the 
range will visit every train. Return trains till 7:28 p. mu. 
Time, forty minutes. 

All the shooting will be at 200 yards, standing, Creedmoor 
rules. The targets are the new Wimbledon style, forty 
inches square, with white circle, black bull’s-eye and corners. 
Hits in corners counted as misses. The count will be as at 
Wimbledon, bull’s-eye 5, centre 4, inner 3, outer 2. The 
a matches are as follows : 

I. Military Match, open to National Guardsmen, military 
rifles, competitors in uniform, 200 yards, standing ; entry, 
<= cents. 

II. Allcomers’ Match, any rifle within Creedmoor rules, 
200 yards, standing; entry, for members fifty cents, all 
others one dollar. 

III. Ladies’ Match, any rifle, 200 yards, standing ; entry, 
one dollar ; name of lady and champion to be entered. 

Entries may be made at range till3 Pr. m. If the shooting 
is not finished at sunset, the matches will be concluded on 
Saturday or New Years’ Day, at discretion of the Execu- 
tive Committee. The prizes amount to several hundred 
dollars, and will be on exhibition at Mount Vernon.. The 
officers of the Association for 1875 are: President, Colonel 
John T. Underhill, Twenty-seventh regiment, N. G. 8. N. Y.; 
Vice-President, Brevet Captain Frederick Whittaker, late 
of Sixth New York Veteran Cavalry ; Secretary, Major G. 
W. Starr, late of First brigade staff, N. G. S. N. Y. ; Treas- 
urer, Dr. Alfred Starr, late of Seventy-first regiment, 
N. G. 8. N. Y.; Directors, Lieutenant-Colonel Henry Huss, 
Major George G. Dewitt, Captains Coburn and Chatfield, 
all of Twenty-seventh regiment, N. G. 8. N. Y., Lieutenant- 
Colonel Hon. C. M. Schiefflin, late of Sixth regiment, 
N. G. 8. N. Y¥. ; and member for Eastchester Hon. Theodore 
Pine, Register of Westchester county ; Edward Gay, Esq., 
the well knewn artist, and Doctors Gill and Peck of Mount 
Vernon. The Association has adopted a handsome blue 
ribbon badge for yearly member's ticket, and has adopted a 
iow scale of prices for membership, no entrance fee, two 
dollars annual dues, National Guardsmen half price. For 
short range practice during the coming year, the Mount 
Vernon range possesses many advantages, especially during 
the winter, being warm and sheltered. 

SevEentyY-First Inrantry.—The ‘‘ Light Guard,” Company 
A, of this regiment, gave a very enjoyable reception on 
Friday evening last, at the fine pavillion, formerly known as 
Terrace Garden, in Fifty-eight street. For some reason 
best known to the reception committee, the invitation cards 
bore the address, ‘‘Lexington Avenue Opera House,” 
thereby causing much doubt and speculation on the part of 
the uninitiated, some of whom were ready to believe that 
the regiment which has created such a sensation by its new 
bearskins, was about to astonish the public again by the 
construction of a special new opera house for that evening. 
Those who were disappointed in this were obliged to admit 
that the regiment, with all its wealth and good taste, could 
hardly have provided a suite ot rooms more elegant and 
better adapted to the entertainment of its numerous guests. 
The grand salen, surrounded with mirrors and crimson 
drapery, was brilliantly lighted ; the floor was as hard and 
slippery as adamant, and the regimental orchestra, 
stationed on the stage, with a tasteful background, played 
the choice productions of Strauss, Weber, and Gungl with 
a spirit and enthusiasm which were communicated to the 
dancers. About three thousand invitations were given out, 
fully one-half of which were accepted. The guests were 
mostly in evening dress, in spite of the request that mili- 
tary guests should appear in uniform. We saw many 
representatives, however, from the Seventh, Ninth, Twenty- 
second, and other prominent regiments, and several staff 
officers in uniform, including General Dunn and Inspector- 
General Morris of the staff of the retiring Governor. We 
have rarely attended an entertainment at which we found 
so elegant a company and such perfect taste and system in 
the arrangements. Not a little credit is due to the mem- 
bers of the regiment for their self-denial in appearing in 

mblic the entire evening without their bearskins, well 
Cnewing the feelings of bitter envy such an exhibition 
would excite. 

Company G, Seventu Inrantry.—This company drilled at 
the arsenal on Monday evening, 21st inst., Captain George 
W. Ely being in command. The roli was called promptly at 
8 o’clock, and a front of sixteen files was presented to the 
captain. The drill consisted of a number of movements— 
latoon manceuvres being the principal oiies. While march- 
ing in column of fours the company did exceedingly well, 
the whole company moving and stopping as one man, but 
we must confess to a feeling of disappointment at the ex- 
ecution of some other movements, such as wheeling by 
company, and marching by company front. In the former 
movement the compauy was bent and crooked more than 
once, at the first part of the drill; and at other times there 
was a loss of distance by which a gap was made in the 
centre of the company. The deviation from a straight 
company front was caused by too much crowding, which 
the men did their best to resist, and when ordered into 
column of fours there seemed to be instant relief from the 

ressure. The captain several times during the drill 
iormed company by wheeling platoons into line, which 
seemed to be a new movement to the men, as the first time 
it was done a mistake occurred, by which the two platoons 
came nearly forming the letter T. One or two other errors 
were made, both in the platoon formations ; but the drill as 
a whole was a good one, the men giving their whole atten- 
tion, and each succeeding trial of avy particular thing being 
better than the previous ones. phn throughout 

drill, with one exception, was well done. — 

mre is a noticeable fact in the Seventh as in all other 
militia regiments, the stronger the company the better the 
drill, as a rule. mpany G is not nearly as strong as it 
ought to be in the venth ; and the less perfect drill, in 
wheelings, etc., seems to follow the smaller numbers, as @ 
matter of course. There ought to be no pressure in wheel- 
ihg, and there would be none, if the men observed and the 
captain enforced the golden rule. Loox to THE MaRcHING 
FLANK ; FEEL To THE . A 7 company that neglects 
this cannot help coming to grief in wheeling: 
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Tur Cops AND THE Starr.—The new State staff may now 
be said to be pretty surely appointed, and it’s chief is our 
old friend, General Franklin Townsend, who has already 
filled the station in past times, with general satisfaction to 
the National Guard, for his courtesy and attention to duty. 
General Woodward, of the Brooklyn division, will confer an 
honor ou the position of inspector general, by accepting 
it’s duties, even with the nominal loss of grade implied in 
the change. The Ordnance Department will in all proba- 
bility be filled by General Bartlett, a gentleman of long 
connection with the National Guard. The name of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel C..M. Schiefflin, member elect for the town 
of Eastchester, and that of Colonel Cullen, have been men- 
tioned for chief of engineers, but nothing certain has 
transpired as yet. Governor Tilden has kept his counsel on 
- sone with more circumspection than most Governors 
elect. 

As is the chief, so will probably be the staff, and General 
Townsend will give a certain decided bias to the National 
Guard under his administration as he has in the past. 
Whether that bias be ideally good or bad, there is little 
doubt that the tone of the National Guard has exhibited 
improvement from General Townsend's administration, and 
that many National Guardsmen regard him as an ideal 
adjutant-general. Under the code, such as it is, prepared 
under his asspices, some regiments have done well, others 
poorly. The experience of years has pointed out some very 
serious defects therein, and we doubt not that General 
Townsend will be the first to propose remedies therefor. 
We have often spoken very severely ot the Military Code, 
as very unfit for military purposes, stiff, inelastic, and by 
no means conducive to discipline. And yet, when all is 
said, it must be admitted that it was greatly superior to the 
heterogeneous jumble of laws which it superseded. The 
Code, with all it’s faults, has served one purpose, to take 
the National Guard through a period of pupilage, to show 
the officers what is wanted, and to prepare them for a better 
state of things. That it is perfect, none but a few old fogies 
believe. Every colonel who bas ever tried to turn a poor 
regiment into a good one, every captain who has tried to 
secure a large attendance and good drill in his company, 
has found occasion to curse the Code, for the utter helpless- 
ness to which it has frequently reduced him. The only 
regiments with which it has worked well are either the first 
class city regiments, in which the rank and file are men of 
education and property, anxious only to learn the full ex- 
tent of u soldier’s duty, or those where the colonel and 
officers are men of very pronounced executive ability. The 
last class succeed only by going outside of the Code and 
overawing their men by positive moral ascendency, taking 
advantage of the latter's ignorance of law. Now, there is 
no question that this state of things is pernicious. The 
weakness of the Code is that it supposes all the National 

Guard to be composed of first class material, which is 
wholly fallacious. The only State in wtich a similar system 
is successful is in Connecticut. The Code of that State is 
largely adapted from our own, but with certain vital differ- 
ences. It is less than one-third the size, it provides for in- 
variable examination of officers to any grade, and it pro- 
vides uniforms and pay for all the men. Instead of a 
nominal eight divisions, the State prefers to spend her 
money on one real brigade and she hasit. New York Legis- 
latures seem to be unable to open their hearts to supply 
more than $200,000 a year for military purposes, and the 
Code tries to spread this over 20,000 men. Connecticut’s 
$70,000 goes to only 2,000 men, and pays them well. To 
support our present force in real efficiency, needs at least 
$700,000, and then the staff should be reduced to two 
divisions, placed according to the strategic lines of the 
State. Either the uniforms should be owned by the State 
or the man. At present they are neither, and the result is, 
confusion and iajustice. Ifa true Military Code is im- 
possible, at least let not the Empire State of New York be 
shamed by little Connecticut. A single corps of three 
divisions, ready for field service and taught field duty by a 
yearly camp of each division, or still better a corps camp, 
with autumn manceuvres, can be supported for a million 
dollars. If New York leads in a good direction, other States 
will follow, and the Union may have a real militia, superior 
to any we have ever seeu. If General Townsend and 
Governor Tilden will lead in this direction, they will earn 
eternal honor, and if the Military Association can help 
towards that end, it will earn the reputation of being an 
useful and valuable body, even at the eleventh hour. 





VARIOUS ITEMS. 


— SERGEANT JosEPH KLEIN and J. Kaeseman have been elected 
lieutenants of Companies G and H, Thirty-second regiment, 
respectively. 

— Next Tuesday an election will be held to fill the vacancy 
occasioned by the resignation of Captain Fred. J. Karcher, of 
Company F, ‘Thirty-second regiment. 

— Mason Frep. Kancuen has come up smiling once more, to 
the call of time. Somehow he cannot keep away from the Thir- 
ty-second any more than from Kreuscher’s Separate ae He 
has left the shades of civil life to become adjutant of the Thirty- 
second. He will eventually end in becoming major-general or 
some other “‘ ral,’ we have no doubt whatever. 


-- Tue gentlemen of Ilion, N. Y., on the 18th of December 
gave. for the second time within a year, a ball to the members of 
the Spanieh commission appointed to inspect the Remington's 
ordered by Spain, Gilmore's Twenty-second regiment band 
furnished the music, and every effort was made, and with great 
success, to so increase the attractions of Ilion that the Spaniards 
would remain there indefinitely buying and inspecting Reming- 
ton rifles, 

— Ir is expected that by spring the Howitzer Battery will be 
mounted, It is proposed to mount every man on horseback, 
with the exception of two to each gun, who will ride on the 
limber. Each mun is to be armed with a Spencer carbine. One 
thousand dollars has been appropriated by the State for the hire 
of horses. The saddles and harness are being made, and will be 
handsomely mounted. The men are to have a new horse-hair 
plume. Onr natty little friend deserves its good fortune, but we 
should prefer to see all the men mounted or the reverse. 


— Tue books and records of the headquarters and companies 
of the several regiments in First brigade, will be inspected by 
Major Robert Lenox Belknap, brigade inspector, at their respec- 
tive armories, on the following days : Twenty-second, Monday, 
Dec. 28, 1874; Sixty-ninth, Tuesday, Jan. 5, 1875; Twelf: . 
Thursday, Jan. 7, 1875; Seventy-ninth, Tuesdays, Jan. 12, 1875 ; 
Seventy-first, Thursday, Jan. 14, 1875. Each commencing at 
8 o'clock Pp, w....The Twelfth have a promenade concert Wed- 
nesday, July 20. It is the first regimental concert for some time, 
and onght to be well attended. ‘The band has a good reputation, 
the Twelfth has hos's of friends. It can hurdly fail o being a 
grand euccess....The Twenty-second have a new captain amon 
them, Company F having unani ly clected Captain John 
Horsfall for leader.... he Second brigade has not come toa 
brigadier yet. Colonel Villmar is the only really strong candi- 
date. No one else seems to have a chance. The American vote 
is split all to pieces. What is the use of squabbling like 
children, Either settle on Vilimar and peace, or break up the 
brigade. It must come to that....The account of the review of 
space nity second is unavoidably postponed on account of 





NEW JERSEY. 


_RirLe AssocraTion.—A large and enthusiastic meeting was 
14 last evening at Elizabeth, of the incoi the 
i fle Association of the State of New Jersey.” Captain W. H. 


De Hart was called to the chair, and General J. Madison Drake 
appointed ee. Captain De Hart gave an elaborate and 
detailed account of the object and workings of such an associa- 
tion, and pointed out the advantages aud necessity of a rifle 
range in New Jersey, and committees were duly appointed on 
by-laws, and for the nominations of a Board of Directors. The 
enthusiasm shown in fo the association assured its success, 
and another meeting will held on Jan. 5, when permanent 
organization will be effected. 


CONNECTICUT. 


Second InFANTRY.—Company D gave a sociable Wednesday 
eveniug, Dec. 16, in honor of their Jate commandant Major Shaw. 
During the evening a fine photograph of Major Shaw, life-size, 
Was presented to the company by the ex-members, Ex-Colone 
Smith making the presentation speech. 

Company F gave a novel entertainment Thursday evening, 
Dec. 17, consisting of a drill in full dress uniform and a short 
promenade concert, ing with a sociable. ‘the company was 
drilled in the manual, and company movements by Captain 
Hendricks. At the close of the drili, Major Barnes presented 
the company in behalf of the officers and ex-officers, a medal to 
be known as the officers’ medal, to be competed for annually, 
and to be won by that member making the best score (5 shots 
each range) at 200 and 500 yards. 


CALIFORNIA. 


Srconp BrigapE.—General Thompson, commander of the 
First division N. G. C., has issued a circular of remarkable 
character, in whiea he gives notice ‘ that the infantry, artiLery, 
and cavalry of the Second brigade, N. G. C., will parade om the 

of February next for réview, inspection, dress parade, and 
drill (including firing), by brigade, battalion, and battery. Spe- 
cial orders for assembling the brigade will be :ssued at the proper 
time. His Exceliency the Governor and Commander-in-Chief, 
and Major-General Schotield, commanding Military Division of 
the Pacilic, with their staff oficers, will be present and witness 
the operations of the day. After the review a thorough inspec- 
tion of the troops will be made under the supervision of the 
Majur-general commanding. ‘To facilitate this work an inspect- 
ing officer will be detailed for each company, and as far as pos- 
sivie tie inspections will be made by oificers of the U. 8. Army. 
Foliowing the inspection, there will be a brigade dress parade of 
the infantry, and a battalion dress parade of the cavalry and 
muunted batteries, with such exercises in the manual of arms as 
the commanders may require. In the afternoon’ there will be 
evolutions by the infantry brigade, ana firing by battalions, com- 
panies, rank, file, and at will. The cavalry will exercise with the 
sabre and pistoi,and perform such movements as may re- 
quired. The artillery will drill in the school of the battery and 
co-operate with the other arms in various formations. During 
the day the troops will be formed in lines of battie, artillery in 
the intervals, cavalry on the flanks, with skirmishers deployed. 
Firing by all arms in these formations will be practiced. Ad- 
vances, change of front, charges, and such other movemeuts will 
be made as time and ground permit. By judicious action and 
frequent rests the nen will not be unnecessarily fatigued. ‘The 
National Guard may expect a day of work aud improvement. 
Gvod soldiers are aot mude by armory drills and passing in 1¢- 
view on holidays alone. ‘They should know how to make long 
marches easily and quickly over any ground ; to form, deploy, 
and change position under any circumstances, to take advautage 
of naturai and artificial covers, to fire steauily and effectively, 
and to do the greatest damage to the enemy with the least harm 
to themselves. The U. 8. troops in this vicinity will be invited 
to co-operate with the State forces, and many officers of the 
Kegular Army have kindly volunteered to assist. Any organiza- 
tions in the National Guard from other brigades, aud independ- 
eut companies from any part of the State will be cordially wel- 
comed, and assigned to active duty. Inall parts of the Union 
the 22d of February is devoted to military parades, and the citi- 
zens and sold ers of California can perform no more appropriate 
duty on that memorable day, than in following the patriotic 
advice of the Father of his Country, to encourage and maintain 
a efficient militia, and ‘in time of peace prepare for war.’” 

We doubt if another militia general in the United States would 
have the pluck to issue such an order as this. It is clear that 
General Thompson means business, and not play. How some 
National Guards that we know of would kick, if he were wo be 
made Adjutant-General or Commaider-in-Chief in their State. 
To be put into competition with Regulars, and worked like 
horses! It is enough to make the ghost of General Sanford rise 
from its grave, and tarn the Old Guard gray in a single night, 
with the norror of the thought. For our own part, we wish there 
were five hundred onicers of General Thompson's stamp in every 
State of the Union. 


SEconD InFANTRY.—From the Sau Francisco Chronicle of De- 
cember 7 we iearu that the review and inspection of the Second 
regiment C. N. G., orde.ed by Major-General D. W. C. Thompson, 
passed off with great eclat. The Pavilon was thronged- every 
seat in the vast auditorium was filled. The annotncement that 
the King of Hawaii attended by his suite, Governor Booth and 
staff and Major-General Schotield and staff would be present, 
drew to the scene a large number of those who were desirous of 
seeing these persouages. Invitations had been sent out to all 
the Army and Navy officers on duty in and around San Francis- 
co, and the number present in full uniform added greatly to the 
brilliancy of the scene. 

‘The Second regiment, headed by the Fourth U. 8. Artillery 
band, entered the Pavilion shortly after 9 o'clock. The band 
played the * Mocking Bird” as the battalion in couumn of fours 
moved on. Each company wore a distinctive uniform, and while 
this circumstance detracted from the appearance of the command 
in a military point of view, it added interest to the scene in 4 
dramatic or theutrical sense. The variegated colors worn, the 
variety of styles of Army dress presented, and the marked differ- 
ence between the members of the various compauies as shown in 
the different types of nationality represented in the ranks, gave 
the battalion a motley look. ‘The blowing of trumpets next 
heralded the approach of the royal party, entering the floor from 
the upper end of the hall. ‘They were received with honors, 
colors saluting, the drums beating ruffies, arms presented. King 
Kalakaua and suite, after acknowledging the salute, pro- 
ceeded to the seats assigned them in the orchest:a stand. Gen- 
eral - Schofield, Thompsvun, and Hewston then reviewed the regi- 
ment. The regiment next broke intocolumn by companies aud 
marched past the reviewiag officers This movemeut was well 
executed, distances being carefully maintuiped and some admi- 
mirable wheeis being made. After the review the battalion was 
inspected, stufl officers being detailed to this duty. After the 
inspection a dress parade was held. After the dress purade, 
Major Thrall presented the prizes for marksmanship to the win- 
ners at the iast regimental rifle match. A battalion drill was 
next iu order. Major Lake assumed command of the regiment 
and put the battalion through several movements. The absence 
of any attempt to equalize the company fronts made this portion 
of the programme a very sorry spectacle. As no two company 
organizations wore the same uniform, any attempt to equalize 
the fronts would have only revealed in a still more ylaring light 
the painful absurdity of a regiment with half a dozen bills of 





dress. The flankiug companies, it is to beregretted, made them- 
selves conspicuous by their utier inattention both during the 
dress ¢ and the drill. The right company exhibited very 


poor discipline, and, though a fine body of men, evidently stand 
greatly in need of intelligent tactical instruction. During the 
dress parade their file-clusers (officers included) were engaged in 
earnest conversation, while the men in the rear rank kept twist 
ing their heads round, in order to survey the situation behind 
them. ‘This company also made some very indifferent wheels, 
and the men did not seem to know in marching on which side 
the guide was. The second company, though it presenteda 
good front in marching past in the review, was badly handled 
during the battalion drill, and onee in wheeling into line found 
more than half its front crowded out. The colors and general 
guides failed to step the presciibed distance to the front when 
the battalion was marching in line of battle. Again all the cap- 
tains erred bringing their men to a * support arms” imme- 
diately after aligning their fronts. This should only he done 
afier successive formations. Another mistake into which all, 
save the right company fell, was in failing to preserve proper 
distance between the fours while marching. The rear rank men 
kept closed up to the front rank men in eprese A columy of 
‘ours, ins’ of mag: 4 lengthening the space between them. 
The star company of the evening was the San Franc 

leers, under command of Captain Cantus. This 





coms Frogsiep sites proseuiall in noite tie memoir of 
me Pruss uniform presen r 0 
Prussia. They marched admirably, and their matchless wheels 
broughs down the house several t during the evening. The 
mien were under disciphne, kept their heads up, and moved 
with praiseworthy precision. They mustered over sixty men, 
all of whom are well-built, compact-looking fellows, 

Ep.—From our contem ‘8 account it would seem that the 
California National Guard hardly out of its swacdling 
pomey F yet, but it is a lusty infant, ran | will make a fine so.dier 
some day. 





ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
Suzscrieer, Mobile, Ala., October 27, 1874, writes : Will yow 


please inform me through the colams of ae whether the 
Ce Globe is still published in Washington, or whether 
the name of same has been changed to the nal Record ? 


AmswER.—It was changed as you surmise. 


Cusa, New York, December 16.—Your letter is not clear as to 
whether you enlisted in the ular y or Volunteers. Tell 
us the facts plainly, and we can advise you better. You do not. 
send your name, and that is necessary. You need not fear it will 
be used improperly, but your case is too uliar for us to 
answer your question without more information than your letter 
gives, and especially as to your name and regiment, etc. 


Newport, Kr., December 15.—Your letter is nothing but a 
joke, and rathera poor one. Wedouot care to publishit. Jokes 
for the JOURNAL require point, and information to be acceptable 
ought to be genuine. 


Susscrrper, West Point, November 23, writes : Please inform 
me in poms ** Answers to Correspondents” if any enlisted men, 
candidates for commissions, as before the examining 
board in session in New York. If there were any, I would like 
to learn their names or the branch to which they belonged. 
ANSWER.—No enlisted men were sent before the board convened 
in New York city to examine candidates for commissions in the 
Army. 


So.prer, Montana Territory, December 2, asks whether a sol- 
dier who has served one five and one three years enlistment is 
entitled, if he bas not re-enlisted in the “ limjts,” to the 
sixteen dollars a month pay, not meaning the two dollars re 
enlistment allowance but the sixteen dol'ars, deduct: one dol- 
lar for retained pay, which Con; 8 allows for the fifth yea... 
ANSWER.--We th not. The “limits” are designed to secure 
continuous service, and if the soldier neglects to re-enlist within 
a certain time he b , to all intents, a recruit when he does. 
enlist again. 


Sam, Pottsville, Pa., December 3, 1874, writes : Please let me 
know through the Army anp Navy Journaut whether a Con~ 
——- can appoint a painter to either of the Naval Squadrons. 

can furnish a good recommendation. I would jike to see the 
world. ANnsweR.—A Congressman can do a good deal, but we 
fear this transcends his powers. If you want to see the world 
enlist as a landsman. You may very possibly be detailed om 
painting duty. 

C. G., Fort Bayard, N. M., November 23, 1874, writes : I was = 
re-enlisted man in the U.S. Army, and deserted in 1873 ; sur- 
rendered myself on the last day of 1878 under provisions of G. O. 
No. 102, War Department. When my descriptive list was re- 
ceived no re-enlistment was noted therein, consequently I did 
not receive re-enlistment pay. There is nothing to show that L 
loose it in Army orders. Being pardoned and restored to duty 
without trial, lam of the opinion that I am entitled to my for- 
mer pay. Please answer in JOURNAL. SWER.—You are en- 
titled to the same pay and allowances since your surrender and 
pardon as you were entitled to when you deserted. You should 
make proper application to have your descriptive list amended. 


F. B., Fort Sully, D. T., December 7, 1874, asks : 1st. Has a sol- 
dier who has been tried and convicted of desertion from the 
service a right to take an oath incourt? 2d. Is he serving under 
oath? 3d. What claim has the service on him, he having broken 
his oath when he deserted ? ANswER.—let. You do not make 
the case quite clear if the soldier has suffered for his desertion 
and if his term of sentence has expired. If so, he is a new man. 
He can be sworn, but his evidence would be received with cau- 
tion in the other case. 2. py f and partly under judicious 
restraint. 3d. ‘I'he service has a claim on his body if it can catch 
him and keep him. 


Henry Wi1s0n, Chicago, Ill., December 13, writes as follows : 
ist. ls there any gee in Sau Francisco, Cal., where a person 
can enlist in the U.S. Army? 2d. Do you thinka young man 
aged 25 years without any knowledge of the sea or vessel can get 
a chance to enlistin the Navy? 3d. Is therea recruiting office 
there for the enlistment of men for the Army? ANsweER.—1. 
Mare Island Navy-yard. 2. Yes,as landsman. ud. No. There 
is one in your « wn city, 32 N. Canal street (see JouRNAL of 28th 
November last, ** Army " heading for other recruiting stations). 


A Correction.—A correspondent sends us a correction of a 
previous answer which escaped us in the hurry of business. He 
writes as follows: In the Journat of November 2!, “ Old Sol- 
dier,” Fort Totten, D. T., asks: Is it legal fora garrison court. 
martial to inflict a fine for drunkenness on duty, etc. ? In answer 

ou say, “ certainly, it is legal. Article 66 of the Articles of War 
imits the powers of a garrison court-martial to fines of one 
month's pay and confinement, or hard labor for one month only.”’. 
In answering “ Old Soldier’’ you have manifestly overlooked the 
45th Article, which reads as follows: “* Any commissioned offi- 
cer who shall be found drunk on his guard, party, or other duty 
shall be cashiered ; any non-commissioned officer or soldier so 
offending shall suffer such corporeal punishment as shall be in- 
flicted by the sentence of a court-martial.”’ The penalty for this 
offence in the case of an enlisted man is here distinetly declared 
to be an infliction of “corporeal punishment,” which cannot 
poossibly be constrned to mean a forfeiture of pay. In his 
ments on this article the judze-advocate-zenerai says (par. 
15, Digest of Opinions, 1868) : ** A sentence of forfeiture of 
for the offence of drunkenness on duty is unauthori 
void; and no less so where the offence instead of ed, 
under this article, is charged {itaproperly as ‘conduct to the 
prejudice of good order and military pline.”” If the rent 
offence, however, set forth in words, be druukenness on duty, it: 
can only be punished as authorized by this article. We are in-. 

for his lucid exposition of the law. 








com- 


P-. 
being char; 


debted to our correspondent 
in this case. 








Te Bavarian Ministry of War is continuing its 
organisation of the forces under its command upon 

the Prussian model. The landwehr infantry having 

been fully organised, the landwehr system is about. 
to be applied to the cavalry and artillery. More- 

over, the Ministry has just ordered that during the 

present winter half-pay and retired officers shall go 

through a course of instruction in the service of 

military classes. 








THE training for war in time of peace is carried on 
with ceaseless activity ia Germany. The last addi- 
tion which has been made to the military system of 
that empire with this object in view has been the 
construction of a railway from Berlin to Zoszen, 
twenty-five miles ye pF Fac serve & 
double purpose, t ace, toa 
Berlin Cleguam, it will be ured for bape dag conc of. 
drill and experiment connected with the construc; 


ion, destruction and use of railways in time of war, 
at Zoszen within easy 
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“ONE ROOM AND A KITCHEN.” lising action—may be easily adjusted. Under the | the blow from the explosion of the mine taking effect 

Ferhape it ts grend ! direction of the Minister of the Marine, a trial tripof | upon the edge of the plate. The — mine, 
wes, on the new compass was made on the steamboat Faon | therefore, delivered a more direct and concentrated 
Useless pen bave tanh above a Reasenant’ with very satisfactory results. M. Duchemin now | blow upon the Oberon, and inflicted greater damage 

*Tis one room and a kitchen proposes as an improvement, the use of a set of such | than did the buoyant mine in the last experiment. 

‘Tho sent ef’ your We, riags, forming a spherical or spheroidal system of stall | When the Oberon entered the dock it was found that 

be an ve ell, en greater magnetic power. her trim was altered by 4 ~ a “— og by the 

‘a very different Tue English as well as the American papers record | Stern and 10 in, less by the head. It would appear, 

With children annoy ’ ae the fact shot during the progress of - capedidien therefore, that but very little water got into the 
poatormsert Castes, ee sent by Colonel Gordon from Egypt, by way of Gon-| double bottom by way of the fracture. No water 


To drag out your life. 


Now, girls | all take warning, 
In Mee early morning; 
Don’t marry at least till you're twenty or more ; 
Then try for the rank— 
A or or colonel ! 
For you'll be sure 
of rooms or four ! 


I know “ Uncle Sam” 
Must be an old bachelor, 

For he made no vision for an officer's wife ; 
And the very worst fate 
That I ever con wish him, 
Is one room and & kitchen 

The rest of his hfe. 

Fort Sm... 








FOREIGN ITEMS. 


Tue calculated expenditure on the Russian army 
for 1874 is $120,000,000, and the navy $15,000,000. 

Germany has launched her seventh ironclad. 
Another is to be launched in April, 1875. Twelve 
armor-clad corvettes of 3,000 tons each for harbor 
defence pur;oses are also in course ot construction. 

A TELEGRAM from Vienna states that considerable 
sensation has been produced in military circles by 
some brilliant trials of new Austrian guns in steel 
and bronze, They proved superior to Krupp’s cast 
steel guns. 

MarsHat MacManon, acting on the unanimous 
— of the Council of the Order of the Legion of 

onor, has issued an order to the French navy to 

d sailors and petty officers who have received 

the medal of the Legion that this medal cannot be 
suffered to remain on the breast of a man who dis- 

graces himself by habitual druokenness. 
’ GERMAN papers report two new inventions in the 
manufacture of arms, which have been made by Herr 
Leitherer, of espe and are now undergoing 
examination by the military authorities in Bavaria. 
One is a new breech-loader supposed tv exceed all 
earlier systems in range, velocity, and trueness of 
shot, The other is a combination of cast steel and 
bronze in the manufacture of cannon, offering, on the 
one hand, the advantages of the efficiency of cast 
steel, combined, on the other, with the economy of 
bronze. Guns so manufactured are affirmed to be a 
— match for cast steel Krupps, whereas their 
cost little, if at all, exceeds that of bronze cannon. 


Tu Geographical Society of Paris has recently 

ublished a mme of instruction for navigation, 

r the study of the physical geography of the sea, 
drawn up by a committee of its soembene. This pro- 
gramme, which is given to any one who will under- 
take to make physical observations on board ship, is 
very elementary ; but its shortness and simplicity 
are its recommendations, and the instructions—if 
followed out—will furnish a vast amount of observa- 
tions which the committee of the society purposes to 
epliect, examine, classify, and publish for the benefit 
of science at large. The instructions relate to the 
temperature of seas, soundings, currents, floating ice, 
the properties of sea water, submarine productions, 
movement of water under the influence of wind, 
tides, and meteorological observations. The object 
ef the society is excellent ; it is, in its own words, to 
obtain the assistance of all great navigators without 
in with their duties or rendering necessary 
the employment of costly instruments. The society 
will also be glad of communications from foreign 
— It recommends the practice of photo- 
graphy as much as possible on account of its es - 
testable authenticity. The Minister of Marine bas 
transmitted the programme to all commanders of 
ships of war, und is about to cause them to be sent 
to captains of trading vessels. These mes 
are reported to have already produced important 
results, and deserve special attention. 


A NEW com has been invented in France by 
M. Duchemin, the magnetic force of which resides, 


not in a bar or needle, as in the ordinary instrument, 
but in a fist steel ring, m ised, with its poles at 
two opposite extremities of the same diameter. This 
Ting, supported upon an aluminium traverse, pivoted 
on agate at its centre, has attached to it the ordin- 

com card, and acts promptly and efficiently. 
Toe author claims for it the following advantages : 
(1) A magnetic power, double that of a needle whose 
length is that of the diameter of the ring ; (2) two 
neutral a see of one, as in the needle ; 
whence it happens that none of the magnetism 
escapes, and sparks like those from the 
machine do not derange the poles ; (3) a bet- 

more pt performance of the com 

float, as it were, in a liquid; (4) 
in the sensitiveness of the instru- 


dokoro, to the court of King M’tese, at a district on 
the shores of the African lake Victoria, the expedi- 
tion consisting only of Lieutenant-Colonel Long and 
two Egyptian soldiers—tbe little party _— an 
attack from 400 natives, the weapons of the Egyp- 
tians being the Remington rifles, and Colonel Long 
carrying a No. 8 Wiley rifle. This was doubtless the 
first introduction of the Africans to the ‘‘ heap shoot” 
guns made at Ilion. Four members of Gordon’s 
expedition have succumbed to the climate, viz., An- 
son, Major Campbell, De Witt and Auguste Lenant. 
Gondokoro is the same place cal!ed by Baker Pasha 
“Ismailia,” which gives the title to his hook. It is 
about 140 miles south of Khartoum, which stands at 
the junction of the Blue and White Nile. Gondo- 
koro was the scene of an abortive mission founded 
by some Austrian priests, who were finally murdered, 
or driven off by the Baris and slave traders. M’tese, 
king of Uganda, was an old friend of Baker Pasha, 
who preceded Gordon in an effort to put down the 
slave trade. Baker failed. His men were armed 
with old smooth-bore muskets, and his ouly breech- 
loaders were the clumsy English “ Sniders” in the 
hands of the body-guard nicknamed by him his 
‘* Forty Thieves.” Moreover, Baker was only nomi- 
nally a soldier, while Gordon is a general to the 
backbone. The Gondokoro slave traders have found 
out the difference between the men and the weapons 
to their sorrow. 


A CORRESPONDENT of the London Times gives 
some figures as to desertion in the English army 
which suggest the similar statistics in our own ser- 
vice. “A condition of things exists in relation to 
our Army at the present moment,” he says, ‘‘ which, 
were it —— in any commercial business or 
joint-stock company in the United Kingdom, would 
result in an immediate meeting of indignant share- 
holders. What can the public think of the follow- 
ing facts? In his report, dated the ist of January, 
1874, the Inspector-General of Recruiting states that 
in the year 1873 2,078 recruits joined the Househoid 
Cavalry and the Cavalry of the Line. From another 
official source I learn that in the same year 934 de- 
serters from the same arm of the service were adver- 
tised for. In like manner, 3,479 recruits joined the 
Royal Artillery in 1873, and 1,868 were advertised 
for as ‘wanted.’ The Royal Engineers had 443 re- 
cruits, and 131 were advertised as having deserted ; 
and while 10,760 recruits joined the Foot Guards and 
the Infantry of the Line, no fewer than 3,569 were 
advertised for. Nor must the public suppose that 
this state of things is improving. It is not so, un- 
fortunately, for the hole in the bucket gets wider 
and wider, I give the following figures, which show 
tbat a much larger number of men were advertised 
for as deserters in the ten months of 1874 ending 31st 
of October last, than in the corresponding months of 
the previous year. The numbers from the cavalry in 
1873 were 768; this year they are 840; from the ar- 
tillery in 1873, 1 648; this year, 1,780; from the en- 
gineers in 1873, 113; this year, 138; and from the 
infantry in 1873, 2,565; this year, 2,806. To use the 
language of the authoritative explanation you pub- 
lished, ‘the number of recruits raised each month’ 
would uire to be ‘much in excess of that in the 
corresponding months of former years,’ else it is evi- 
dent the bucket at the end of 1874 will prove emp- 
tier than ever.” 

ANoTHER of the series of torpedo experiments 
against the double iron bottom of the Oberon was 
made on the last. Saturday in November at Stokes 
Bay, near Portsmouth. The mine was charged with 
500 lbs, of damp disc gun-cotton, and was placed on 
the shoal running out from Monckton Fort, at 30 ft. 
distance from the stem of the vessel on the starboard 
quarter, its submersion being 48 ft., its horizontal 
distance from the outer skin of the double bottom 


being 80 ft.; but, as the Oberon draws only 12 ft. the | 2g Part 
absolu 


te distance of the mine from the double 
bottom was 52 ft, As the object of this experiment 
was to compare results with the last the conditions 
were kept precisely similar, except in one important 
particular. In the last experiment the mine was 
suspended from a spar, but on Saturday it rested on 
the surface of the shoal, so that in the results of this 
experiment and the last a direct comparison was 
obtained between the effects of a buoyant and a 
ground mine. After the mine had been fired the 
Oberon was towed by a couple of government steam- 
tugs into Portsmouth Harbor, and placed in dock 
for examination. When the dock had been cleared 
of water it was seen that the outside of the double 
bottom had suffered more than in the last experi- 
ment, and that the damage was confined within a 
smaller area. Some of the plates of the outer skin 
between the longitudinals were bent inwards and a 
little cracked in the line of rivets, and the thin un- 
supported plate which connects the two sides of the 
double bottom abaft the stern-post was broken so as 





to admit water, This fracture was evidently due to 


got inside the ship, tne inner skin of the double 
bottom being again free from the slightest damage. 


SILVER PRESENTATION GIFTS. 

THe Gorham Company, the well known silver- 
smiths of No. 1 Bond street, New York, offer the 
richest and largest assortment of choice articles in 
silver for wedding and presentation gifts and general 
family use to be found in the country. They were the 
designers and manufacturers of the ARMy AND Navy 
JOURNAL prize cup presented at Creedmoor, and various 
prizes offered by the National Rifle Association, and the 
resources of their large establishment enable them to 
furnish regiments, companies or other organizations, 
at the shortest notice, with presentation pieces of 
silver modeled from special designs appropriate to the 
occasion. 





—— 








Axmy officers always patronize the best hotels. It 
is not strange, therefore, that when in Chicago they 
make their home at the Sherman House. Frank 
Sherman, the new manager of this hotel, is rapidly 
adding to its popularity. 








Ir you wANT the best ‘‘ Elastic Truss” for rupture, 
or best ‘‘ Elastic Stockings” for enlarged veins, etc., 
write to Pomeroy & Co., 744 Broadway, N. Y. 








MARRIED. 


[Announcements of Marriages rirty CENTS each, and the sig- 
— _ address of the party sending should accompany the 
notice. a 


Gorpon—Spencer.—In Christ Church, Georgetown, D. C., 
Dec. 17, by Rev. Mr. Williams, Col. Gzoraz A. Gorpon, Major 
Fifth Cavalry, to Miss Exizaseta Rinacoup, daughter of Mr. 
John Spencer, of Maryland. 

Lsemiy—Pa.men.—At St. Mathew’s (Episcopal) Church, Lara- 
mie ea a Dec.1, by the Rev. Mr. Savage, Lieut. H. R. LeMLy, 
Third U. S. Cavalry, to Miss Kare E., daughter of Gen. I. N. 
Palmer, U. 8. Army. 

Van Ness- McKnicut.—At St. Panl’s Church, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, Thursday, Dec. 3d, by the Rev. W. B. Ashley, D.D., 
Lieutenant W. P. Van Nuss, First Regiment oi Artillery, to 
Carri£, daughter of Doctor Lewis McKnight, of Milwaukee. 





DIED. 


Brief announcements will be inserted under this head without 
charge. Obituary notices and resolutions should be paid for at the 
rate of twocents a word, unless tt is intended to leave the question 
of their insertion to the discretion of the Editor. 





Biswor.—At Pheenixville, Peun., Nov. 3, Mrs. CATHARINE 
Bisnor, in the 61st year of her age, mother of Lieut. Joun 8. 
Busuopr, Thirteenth Infantry. 


OBITUARY. 


Burns.—At Washington, Dec. 7, of consumption, Captain 
WiuraM Burns, U. 8. A., (retired,) aged thirty-three years. 
Captain Burns enlisted in Company K, 34th New York Volun- 
teers, June 15, 1861. He was promoted Second Lieutenant Com- 
oe | B, same regiment, December 23, 1862, for gallantry at the 
attle of White Oak Swamp, in which engagement he lost his 
left arm. He was appointe: 
Reserve Corps May 28, ‘863, and promoted First Lieutenant 
September 7, 1864, for his superior knowledge of military tac- 
tics ; and was promoted Captain by brevet March 13, 1865, “‘ for 
lant and meritorious service at the battle of White Oak 
wamp, Virginia,” and Major by brevet March 13, 1865, for gal- 
lant and meritorious services during the war. Was on s3ecial 
duty at the War Department from November, 1865, to October 
20, 1866, and was intrusted with the command of the guard at 
the time Secretary Stanton refused to vacate the office of Secre- 
of War on the order of President Johnson. He was ap- 
pointed First Lieutenant 44th Infantry (Regular Army) July 2, 
1866 ; transferred to 17th Infantry May 27, 1869 ; brevetted Cap- 
tain United States Army March 2, 1867. He served with his regi- 
ment on the frontiers until December, 1870, when he was placed 
on the retired list of the Army on account of wounds received 
in the war. a the past two years Captain Burns has been 
en in the insurance business. e was a man of 
sterling integrity, and a conscientious Christian. Few will leave 
a better record. He leaves a wife and two small children. 


Second Lieutenant in the Veteran 


Coronet C. N. Turnsvutyi.—Colonel Charles N. Turnbull lately 
died in Boston, after a short and painful illness. He was gradu- 
ated at West Point in 1854, and received his commission as lieu- 
tenant of engineers. He was at ence ordered to join the survey- 
y in Texas, sent there to establish the boundory line 
between that State and Mexico. Assoon as that yy duty 
was finished he was sent tothe Academy at West Point as pro- 
fessor of mathematics. From there he went with Capt. Meade 
(afterwards General Meade, the hero of Gettysburg) to Detroit 
on the Lake survey—a most important duty. He was then or- 
dered to Boston in charge of the Light House Department of the 
East, and built the light-houses on ‘Thatcher Island, known as 
the Twin Lights. After the breaking vut of the war he was for 
a time on the staff of General Butler as his chief engineer, but 
was transferred to the Army of the Potomac and intrusted with 
the important command of the battalion of engineers of the 
Regulur Army. He served through the campaigns of Generals 
Hooker aud Meade, and with General Grant through the Wilder- 
ness campaign, and when General Sheridan made his famous 
raid, went with him as his chief engineer. Whatever he had to 
do he did well, and General Meade, who knew his worth, offered 
him, and almost insisted that he should take, the command of a 
brigade ; but Turnbull declined tne honor and said he preferred 
the of the small but well-disciplined body of men that 
competent the battalion of engineers. At the close of the war, 

from inducements offered in business, and partly from ill- 
Rea th contracted in the line of his duty, he resigned his com- 
mission and the Army lost a valuable officer. He will be greatly 
missed in the circle in which he moved. None knew him but to 
love him. He was a genial companion, strongly attached to h:s 
loved HA oem He had > keenest — 
of honor, and was incapable of doing a mean action. 8 
pathise with his werenved wife and family in their affliction. 
y have lost an affectionate husband, kind father, and devoted 
son. ‘He was buried at Mount Auburn, in the tomb with his 
father-in-law, the late Ebenezer Dole, Esq., whom he had loved 


friends and as strongly 





a0 well, 








